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Since this issue highlights philosophy of science at the University of Minnesota, especially 

some exciting new developments, it is fitting that the two of us collaborate on introducing this 

issue. 

The Philosophy Department has long been recognized for its strength in philosophy of  

science. The Department recently started building on its strength in the philosophy of  

biological, mathematical, and physical sciences by hiring Roy Cook (philosophy of  

mathematics) and Alan Love (philosophy of biology), two of the most promising junior  

scholars in their respective areas.  We are delighted to announce CLAôs appointment of Bill 

Wimsatt (philosophy of biology), formerly Peter B. Ritzma Professor of Philosophy at the  

University of Chicago, as a new holder of the Winton Chair of Liberal Arts (see profile). The 

appointment of Wimsatt, who became a member of the Philosophy Departmentôs graduate 

faculty this past fall semester, adds tremendous strength to our program. 

As one of us (Hellman) has described in our two last newsletter issues, the Department has 

been engaged in an open-rank search for a leading philosopher of science with a preferred area 

of specialization in the philosophy of the physical sciences.  This has been pursuant to our 

new, ambitious hiring plan (the ñGrand Planò), called for by central and college administra-

tions, to rebuild and advance the department in the face of past and scheduled retirements and 

departures of senior faculty. Although our progress has been slowed due to the world-wide 

economic  recession, during the past year our search was reauthorized (along with a severely 

reduced number of others in the College of Liberal Arts). We are now delighted to announce a 

first major success in this new initiative, the appointment of Jos Uffink of the University of 

Utrecht, to start with us in the fall of 2011. Jos, who will be the next John Dolan Professor, is 

one of the worldôs leaders in philosophy of physics, having made substantial contributions to 

both the foundations of quantum mechanics and foundations of statistical mechanics.  A fuller 

description of his accomplishments, interests, and roles at the U of M is given in the article on 

pages 8-9 of this issue.                                   (continued on page 2) 
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We are grateful to our Standing Search Committee, who did outstanding work to identify our leading candidates,  

assuring they met the highest standards.  We are also grateful to the College of Liberal Arts for their strong support 

of our efforts.  In addition to offering the Dolan Professorship appointment to Jos Uffink, the College deans have  

endorsed our unanimous departmental priorities for further searches, including one for a tenure-track philosopher of 

science to complement the areas of Josós expertise. It is our hope that this search, along with another in history of  

modern philosophy, can begin very soon. Given our present strengths in philosophy of the biological sciences and in 

philosophy of mathematics, the Uffink appointment together with an outstanding one at the junior level will restore 

Minnesota to its role as a national leader in philosophy of science.  

Several factors make the Departmentôs strength in philosophy of science truly distinctive. First, it extends across the 

biological, mathematical, and physical sciences. Second, it connects to Department strengths in other areas of  

philosophy including moral philosophy, through Valerie Tiberiusô research in moral psychology, and bioethics, 

through the research of our colleagues in the Bioethics Center. In addition, the Departmentôs profile is greatly  

enhanced by its close collaboration with the Minnesota Center for Philosophy of Science (MCPS). MCPS helps  

connect the Philosophy Department with philosophers around the world, with historians and other scholars  

studying science and technology, with philosophers in the greater Twin Cities area, and with scientists at the  

University of Minnesota and beyond. 

MCPS continues to draw attention to the prominence of philosophy at Minnesota through its longstanding tradition 

of organizing workshops and producing Minnesota Studies in Philosophy of Science. Most recently, the Center and 

Department hosted a workshop organized by Valerie Tiberius (July 2010) titled ñPsychology, Philosophy, and the 

Study of the Capacities of Wisdom.ò This workshop brought philosophers and psychologists together to explore the 

possibility of collaboration on the topic of wisdom. The next workshop, ñPhilosophical Perspectives on Causal  

Reasoning in Biology,ò will be held in May, 2011. It is part of a National Science Foundation project directed by 

Ken Waters, Mike Travisano (Department of Ecology, Evolution, and Behavior at the University of Minnesota) and 

Jim Woodward (Department of History and Philosophy of Science, University of Pittsburgh).  

The Center has begun sponsoring major conferences in 2008, starting with ñBiological Explanations of Behavior: 

Philosophical Perspectives,ò which was held in Hannover, Germany, and was co-hosted by Leibniz University of 

Hannover. This conference was organized by Katie Plaisance (Minnesota Philosophy Ph.D., 2006) and Thomas  

Reydon (Former MCPS Visiting Fellow). MCPS Residential Fellow Douglas Allchin served as local host for the 

2009 meeting of the Society for Philosophy of Science in Practice which was sponsored by MCPS and held on  

campus. Most recently, the Center co-hosted a conference, ñConceptual Change in Biological Science: Evolutionary 

Developmental Biology, 1981ï2011,ò organized by Alan Love. This conference, co-hosted by the KLI institute and 

held in Vienna Austria, brought the major scientific players behind the advance of a revolutionary program in 

evolutionary biology called ñEvo-Devoò together with historians and philosophers of science. 

Faculty of Philosophy and other units, graduate students and undergraduates participate in three research groups run 

by the Center. These groups focus on philosophy of biological science (called BIG), philosophy of mathematical 

science (called FIG, for ñFoundational Interest Groupò), and the philosophy of physical science (affectionately call 

PIG). This newsletter includes profiles on each of these research groups.  

  

The Center also continues to organize the longstanding philosophy of science discussion group, which meets  

biweekly throughout the academic year. This group brings together faculty and graduate students from the  

Department with philosophers from throughout the greater Twin Cities area (as distant as the University of  

Wisconsin-Eau Claire and Winona State University). This group discussed Wandering Significance by Mark  

Wilson, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006) last spring, a book on philosophy of language and science. Wilson 

visited to give a lecture and discuss his book at the end of semester. This semester, the group has been discussing our 

new colleagueôs ( Bill Wimsattôs), book, Re-Engineering Philosophy for Limited Beings: Piecewise Approximations 

to Reality (Harvard University Press, 2007). A brief description of this groundbreaking book is included in this 

newsletterôs profile of Bill Wimsatt. 

                 

                                                                                                                                                                         (continued on page 3) 
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The Center recently formally instituted its visiting fellows program and extended it to graduate students as well as  

postdoctoral fellows and visiting faculty. Now graduate students from around the world can study philosophy at the 

 University for a semester or academic year. Recent faculty visitors include Tong Zhao (Associate Professor,  

Department of Philosophy, Nankai University of China), Rong-Lin Wang (Assistant Professor, Department of  

Philosophy, National Taiwan University), Mary Morgan (Professor, History of Economics, London School of  

Economics) from afar and Ed Slowak (Professor, Department of Philosophy, Winona State University) from  

Minnesota. Recent graduate student visitors include Ph.D. candidate Douglas Marshall (Harvard University) a 

nd Ph.D. student Marie Kaiser (Westfälische Wilhelms-Unversität, Münster, Germany). 

The Department influences the field of philosophy in a number of ways: through the publications of its faculty, its  

collaboration with MCPS, and its impact on a number of visitors. It also contributes to the field through its alumni, 

both at the undergraduate and graduate levels. The Department continues to have tremendous success in placing 

graduate students, and all recent Ph.D.s specializing in philosophy of science who pursued academic positions in  

philosophy have secured positions, including our most recent students Chris Eliot (Hofstra University), Bart Moffat 

(Mississippi State University), and Katie Plaisance (University of Waterloo, Canada), and Susan Hawthorne (Mount 

Holyoke College). Our graduates continue to prosper and this newsletter includes two profiles of graduates, Roberta 

Millstein (Minnesota Philosophy Ph.D., 1997) currently Professor of Philosophy at University of California, Davis, 

and Justin Sytsma (Minnesota Philosophy B.A., 2002), currently Assistant Professor of Philosophy at the University 

of Tennessee.  As always, we are grateful for all the support we have received from so many of you. Know that you 

are helping us along a path to excellence and distinction. In spite of the challenges that these economic times present, 

we are thriving, and our future appears bright.  Thank you, indeed, for your continued support. 

Building Momentum in Philosophy of Science at Minnesota (continued from page 2) 

Betty Belfiore retired at the end of May, 2010.  Her book, Socrates' Daimonic Art: Love For Wisdom in Four Platonic  

Dialogues, has been accepted by Cambridge University Press (UK) and will most likely appear early in 2012. New since last year's 

newsletter is ñThe Elements of Tragedy,ò in A Companion to Aristotle, ed. G. Anagnostopoulos, Wiley-Blackwell, 2009.  

 

Brian Bix serves on the Staffing and Awards Committee.  He has a new book with Ira Mark Ellman and five other co-authors: Fam-

ily Law: Cases, Text, Problems, 5th ed. LexisNexis, 2010.  Some of his other recent publications include ñLegal Interpretation and 

the Philosophy of Language,ò in Oxford Handbook on Language and Law, Lawrence Solan and Peter Tersma, eds, Oxford Univer-

sity Press (forthcoming) 2012; ñRadbruchôs Formula, Conceptual Analysis, and the Rule of Law,ò in Law, Liberty and the Rule of 

Law, Imer B. Flores & Kenneth E. Himma, eds., Springer, (forthcoming) 2011; ñJohn Austin and Constructing Theories of Law,ò 

Canadian Journal of Law and  Jurisprudence (forthcoming) 2011; ñPrivate Ordering and Family Law,ò Journal of the American 

Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers (forthcoming)2011; Constitutions, Originalism, and Meaning,ò in The Challenge of Originalism: 

Essays in Constitutional Theory, Grant Huscroft & Bradley Miller, eds., Cambridge, (forthcoming) 2011; ñIdeals, Practices, and 

Concepts in Legal Theory,ò in Neutrality and Theory of Law, Jordi Ferrer, ed., Marcial Pons, (forthcoming) 2011; ñEngagement 

with Economics: The New Hybrids of Family Law/Law and Economics Thinking,ò in Norms and Values in Law and Economics, 

Aristides Hatzis, ed., Routledge, (forthcoming, 2011; ñTheorizing About Law,ò Analisi e Diritto 271 (forthcoming); ñLaw and Lan-

guage: How Words Mislead Us,ò 1 Jurisprudence 25 (2010).  Some of his presentations and talks include the American Association 

of Matrimonial Lawyers CLE Panel, ñBest of the Best: Marital Agreements,ò AAML Annual Meeting, Chicago, November 2011; 

ñPrivate Ordering and Family Law,ò Radzyner Law School, IDC-Herzliya, December 2010; University of California-Davis Law 

School, August 2010; University of Minnesota Law School, October 2010; ñWhat Premarital Agreements Teach Us About  Contract 

Theory,ò Georgetown University Contract and Promise Workshop, September 2010; ñHot Topics in Contracts and Commercial 

Lawò (Full Day CLE), University of Minnesota, June 2010; ñIdeals, Practices, and Concepts in Legal Theory,ò Conference on Phi-

losophy and Law, Girona, Spain, May 2010; ñNational Family Law Trends: Religion, Parental Rights, Same-Sex Unionsò (Full Day 

CLE), University of Minnesota Law School, March 2010.   He has two other works in progress Contract Law, Cambridge Introduc-

tions to Philosophy and Law; Cambridge University Press, (forthcoming); Family Law, Short Introductions to Law, Oxford Univer-

sity Press, (forthcoming). 

Roy Cook has taken the lead as the departmental liaison participating in the pilot study for the Writing Enriched Curriculum  

Program in collaboration with the Center for Writing and Teaching during 2010/2012. In addition, he serves as the Chair of  the Col-

loquium Committee for academic years 2009/2010 (service through Spring, 2011) and on the Admissions and Aid Committee.  His 

recent scholarship includes ñShould Antirealists be Antirealists About Antirealism?ò                                    (continued on page 30)                                                                     
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The Director of Graduate Studies (DGS) is a member of the graduate faculty who serves as the administrative  

supervisor and coordinator of graduate studies within a University program and who, together with the Department 

Chair, shares responsibility for guiding and improving graduate education within the program under his jurisdiction.   

The DGS serves as a unique liaison among the graduate student body, the graduate faculty, the College of Liberal 

Arts, the Graduate School administration, the Department and University staff.  The DGS oversees graduate student 

recruitment, admissions and aid, orientation, graduate student progress, teaching assistantship assignments,  

research opportunities, fellowships, annual graduate student reviews, and job placement.   The Director of Graduate 

Studies generally serves a 3-year term, with possible renewal, if the faculty member and the Department so choose.   

 

Beginning in Fall 2009 Peter Hanks assumed the role of the DGS in the Department of Philosophy.  Having 

recently achieved tenure and promotion to Associate Professor, Professor Hanks brings to this position youthful en-

ergy and wisdom, as well as technological expertise.  His expertise and enthusiasm will help him to lead the 

department into the future as we work collaboratively to develop and enhance the fellowship opportunities and  

scholarship of the graduate program during difficult economic times.   

 

His research interests are in philosophy of language, metaphysics, and the history of analytic philosophy.  His most 

recent research on propositions appears in Philosophy Compass 4: March 2009.  His article is a critical survey of 

work on propositions since the mid 90s with an emphasis on newer work from the past decade.  Professor Hanks 

holds a bachelorôs degree in philosophy from Princeton University, and a Ph.D. in philosophy from the University of 

California at Berkeley, where he completed his dissertation ñThe Unity of the Propositionò under the supervision of 

John Searle.  Professor Hanks has worked as an Assistant Professor at the University of Minnesota since 2003, and 

spent one year as a Visiting Assistant Professor at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.   

 

He outlines his objectives below: 

 

I am happy with the progress that the Graduate program made in my first year as DGS.  We successfully launched a 

program of weekly lunch meetings, we made some small but important changes to the Ph.D. program requirements, 

and we recruited an outstanding group of new Ph.D. and M.A. students. One of my goals for this year is to initiate a 

conversation with graduate students and faculty about the Ph.D. preliminary oral exam, in particular the three-paper 

exam.  The three-paper exam was initiated in the early 1970s, almost forty years ago, and since that time it has 

evolved in ways that were not anticipated when it was created.  I believe it is time for us to re-assess whether the 

three-paper exam in its current form is the best way for us to conduct the preliminary oral exam.  This will be a long 

process, requiring lots of discussion among graduate students and faculty.  I am looking forward to working through 

this process during the rest of my term as DGS. 

 

In January 2011, Peter, his wife, Francisca, and their son, Abe, welcomed a new addition, Mary Jane, to their family. 

 

Update from the Director of Graduate Studies: Peter Hanks 

Director of Graduate Studies Peter Hanks 
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The Director of Undergraduate Studies (DUS) is a member of the graduate faculty who serves as the administrative 

supervisor and coordinator of undergraduate studies within a University program and who, together with the Depart-

ment Chair and faculty, assumes a leadership role, and shares responsibility for guiding and improving undergradu-

ate education within the program under her jurisdiction.  The DUS serves as a liaison among the undergraduate stu-

dent body, the department faculty and staff, and the College of Liberal Arts.  The DUS serves as the primary advisor 

for all of the philosophy undergraduate students and philosophy minors.  In addition, the DUS is the faculty liaison 

and advisor to the Philosophy Club and  Undergraduate Philosophy journal.   

 

Professor Tiberius took over the  administrative role of Director of Undergraduate Studies in Fall 2007.  Her  

previous administrative experience served her well in preparing for this position,.  Tiberius has served on many  

University, CLA, and departmental committees, including CLAôs Strategic Positioning Task Force on Collegiate 

Design, the CLA Honors Committee, and the Advisory Committee for the Humanities Institute.   Professor  

Tiberiusôs areas of specialization are ethical theory and moral psychology.  She is also interested in the relationship 

between empirical psychological research and philosophical research on wisdom and well-being.  Her recent book is 

The Reflective Life: Living Wisely Within our Limits, Oxford University Press, 2008.  Tiberius holds an undergradu-

ate degree from the University of Toronto, and an M.A. and Ph.D. in philosophy from the University of North  

Carolina at Chapel Hill.  She was selected as an award recipient for the ñDefining Wisdomò grant competition  

sponsored by the University of Chicago and the John Templeton Foundation which runs from 2008 through 2010. 

Update from the Director of Undergraduate Studies: Valerie Tiberius 

Director of Undergraduate Studies Valerie Tiberius 

Writing Enriched Curriculum  

The Department of Philosophy is participating in the University of Minnesotaôs Writing-Enriched Curriculum  

Project (WEC), a four-year pilot study that was launched in 2007 with support from the Bush Foundation.  During 

the course of the project twenty-two academic units will develop and implement customized undergraduate writing 

plans.  At the completion of the pilot period, the plan is to expand the process to the remaining academic units.   

The project works towards the Universityôs goal of making all undergraduate degrees ñwriting-enriched.ò 

(http://www.wec.umn.edu).   

 

Approximately 130 students are currently enrolled in the Department of Philosophyôs undergraduate major.  Under 

the leadership of faculty member, Roy Cook, and his research assistant, Monica Berrier, the departmentôs eighteen 

faculty members help students read and write their way through the histories of philosophical debate, noting that a 

good philosophical education not only hones studentsô academic skills but also enhances their capacity to participate 

responsibly and intelligently in public life.  The main objective is that through analyzing the strengths and weak-

nesses in samples of student writing, and identifying key problems, and addressing those through curricular objec-

tives at the various stages of writing, that the outcome will be students who think better and write more clearly. 

  



 

6 

In 1906, William James gave an unexpected presidential address entitled ñThe Energies of Menò to the American 

Philosophical Association assembled at Columbia University.  It was unexpected because, instead of staying within 

the confines of the fast emerging specialized discourse of professional philosophers, James ranged over practical 

questions of medical and social value for ordinary people in the midst of leveling a devastating critique against  

prevailing scientific psychologies.  One hundred years later, another William, William (Bill) Wimsatt, published a 

synoptic article entitled ñReductionism and its heuristics: Making methodological reductionism honestò (Synthese 

151: 445ï475), which synthesized four decades of work on practical questions of how everyday scientists actually 

proceed in a reductionist mode while offering a penetrating critique of the professional philosopherôs approach 

(ñtraditional metaphysical approaches fail to engage how science is doneò).  This article was a harbinger of his  

recently released book, Re-Engineering Philosophy for Limited Beings: Piecewise Approximations to Reality (2007, 

Harvard University Press), where the Jamesian stance was on full display: a careful attention to the actual reasoning 

of error-prone scientists to generate philosophical analyses that were both applicable and relevant to ongoing  

inquiry, and yet in direct opposition to the dominant methodologies and results found in philosophy of science. 

Over the course of his career, Bill Wimsatt has communicated steadily by doing rather than just saying.  Billôs  

research often started with concerns that philosophers easily recognized (truth; reductionism; rationality) but, 

through close interaction with scientific literature and scientists themselves, produced results that broke new ground 

and moved into uncharted territory (false models; near-decomposability and the meaning of biological complexity; 

heuristic strategies and systematic reasoning biases).  Dominant themes emerged that were jarring to most  

philosophical sensibilities: (a) reduction and emergence were not incompatible and could be pursued simultane-

ously; (b) scientists donôt seek one elegant path of reasoning to a simple theory but multiple, redundant, overlapping 

lines of reasoning to robust (but messyðkluged) explanations; (c) in principle considerations common to  

philosophical theories were largely absent from the sciences, and distorting if applied to them; (d) instead of  

avoiding errors, scientists consistently metabolize them, learning from systematic failures, and philosophers should 

go and do likewise.  At the same time, foundational issues in biological science were clarified, including teleological 

explanation and the relationship(s) between molecular and organismal biology, and novel concepts were formulated, 

such as generative entrenchment, ña measure of how many things depend upon an element and thus [are] likely to 

change if it changesò (whether in the development of embryos or the history of scientific theorizing).   

Bill Wimsatt is the epitome of a Winton Professorðan innovative and distinctive philosophical researcher whose 

work questions established patterns of thought. 

In his first year as Winton Professor of the Liberal Arts, Bill has co-taught Phil 4607: Philosophy of the Biological 

Sciences, with Jim Griesemer (visiting from the University of California, Davis), Alan Love, and Ken Waters.  

He also participated in BIG, led the Center Discussion Group study of his work, and did advanced planning for two 

conferences and a workshop to be held at the University of Minnesota in the upcoming three years. Bill was elected 

to the Philosophy Departmentôs graduate faculty and will be serving on graduate committees. We are delighted to 

have one of the most prominent philosophers of science join us as a colleague.  

William Wimsatt, Winton Chair and Visiting Professor (by Alan Love) 

William Wimsatt  Visiting Professor, Winton Chair 
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William Wimsatt: Background and Interview (with Anita Wallace) 

     ñI've been messy from the startðmore of an engineer than a theoretician, and seldom able to get interested in an important classical 

philosophical problem until I found it blocking the way on some path I wished to travel. I grew up liking big flashy equipment with lots of 

dials and controlsðthe kind in 1930ôs ñmad scientistò movies. I entered Cornell in 1959 as a freshman intent on doing a degree in engineer-

ing physics on the way to becoming an aeronautical engineer and running in the space race. Engineering physics was the natural home for 

forming my later theoretical prejudices.  My biologist father was a classical histologist and embryologist who worked also on the physiol-

ogy of reproduction and hibernation. He was by avocation a naturalist, a falconer, and a woodsman. I grew up playing around his lab at 

Cornell, going with him on field trips, and building various mechanical (and sometimes explosive) things in our well-equipped basement 

shop. We had more unusual pets than any collection of kids on the block: little brown bats (that's a species, Myotis lucifigus, as well as a 

description), boa constrictors and king snakes, to a raccoon, a tarantula, a sparrow hawk, a goshawk, and more. The more exotic and dan-

gerous things (dad's colony of vampire bats and a South American pit viper for which the closest anti-venom was 250 miles away in New 

York) usually stayed over in the labðthough we were welcome to bring friends in to see them and be impressed. I remember a demonstra-

tion of rattlesnake locomotion on our living room rug. Spelunking trips to collect bats and rock-climbing trips to collect pregnant female 

rattlesnakes for lab work were great fun, though that work (and its products) seemed too messy to be real science. This perception wavered 

only temporarily when (in eighth grade) my father let me help him with some pioneering tracer work using Iodine-131, to figure out how 

the thyroid worked. (That after all, or at least the radioisotopes, was almost physics!)  The staccato relay race of decaying iodine flashed 

diodes on the scintillation counter (and counts were coded in binary) in the lab at Brookhaven where we moved in the fall of 1954 to learn 

the procedures. I still feel the excitement of the cold walk out from the lab to the car late in the evening after a ñrunòðan evening spend 

counting radiation in bat thyroids, with the ever-present steam whistling out of the red-and-white checkerboard of the nuclear reactor stack 

dominating the scene a block away. That was science, just like in the science-fiction movies, and I lived daydreams of portentous discover-

ies!  Through this period and most of college, I was an engineer at heart, but an engineer with a theoretician's valuesðvalues in unstable 

equilibrium with my own practice and abilities. My high school career was populated by frequent but irregular dates and infrequent but 

regular science fairs. I built a smoke tunnel for investigating flow around airfoils,  and a (barely) working ramjet with a rig for static testing. 

(it was far too heavy and unreliable to fly!). I designed a rocket test stand, and did an abortive mathematical project on gravitational equipo-

tentials for the sun-earth-moon system which allowed me to make some neat 3-D drawings. By the time I entered Cornell, I wasð

apparently spontaneously and naturallyða hard core reductionist who worshipped the adamantine clarity, precision, and deductive power 

of classical mechanics and similar disciplines, which all sciences should try to imitate or deserved to wither. I expected my college educa-

tion to show me how all of the important phenomena reduced to Newtonian mechanics, or its descendantsðI already knew that it was possi-

ble. I was a walking breathing straw-man. On the other hand, I soon discovered that I wasn't great at doing problem-sets, particularly when 

they weren't interesting and the instructor already knew the answers. (It was different if the problem was interesting: I remember discover-

ing to my delight that you would be able to see further around the backside of the moon (it in effect visually rotated) the faster it traveled 

past you--and quite a ways around, if it was travelling at relativistic velocities. Like many physics students, I also "discovered" tachyons, 

but quickly dismissed them as a physically meaningless solution to the equations, about 5 years before Nobelist Steven Weinberg took them 

seriously. (óImaginaryô mass?ðyou've got to be kidding! But 'imaginary' numbers, are useful for something é ?)  I took two logic courses 

in my freshman year, mistook that for philosophy, and wanted more. In my sophomore year, I took introduction to philosophy, in which we 

read the Platonic dialogues (fun and thought provoking), Berkeley (what kind of nut would wonder whether a tree was there if no-one was 

looking at it?), Mill (I hadnôt yet warmed to ethics), and Russell (real "scientific" philosophy--like classical mechanics!) (Since corrected, 

these youthful first reactions probably still sometimes tint my perceptions.)  In my junior year I transferred from Engineering Physics to 

Physicsðthinking I would get more theory, but found instead only more math. (I later found philosophy of science to be the kind of 

"theory" I was seeking when I discovered Reichenbachôs Philosophy of Space and Time.)  By then I was taking an overload of physics and 

math courses but discovering lots of people who did problem sets a lot better and faster than I could. I had put aside philosophy, bought a 

motorcycle, and fell in love 4 times. I was doing a physics lab (in whichðsurpriseðnothing ever worked out the way it was "supposed" to, 

and the error analyses were both more creative and more interesting than what we were supposed to establish.  A year long course in elec-

tromagnetic theory was very hardðabout half of the students were new physics grad students. There was still more applied math (ditto!), 

and I was finally taking classical mechanics (much easier--though the class was taught (in Italian, I think) by an Italian physicist). I decided 

to read the book rather than go to lecture. Instead, I was auditing a course taught at the same time in the graduate school of aerospace engi-

neering by Ed Resler (Edwin L. Resler, Jr). Resler had delighted all of us EPôs with a beautiful course in statistical mechanics the year be-

fore. He was (and is) a theoretician among engineersðlater chairman of Cornell's applied math programðand a marvelous teacher who 

communicated with a wry wonder the excitement he felt about his subject matter.ò ... To learn more, you will need to buy the book, 

attend a lecture or the MCPS colloquia in the next few years. 

 

     Near the end of the first semester of his first term as the Wimsatt Chair, I sat down with Bill Wimsatt and his wife,  

Barbara, immediately following a dry run of his talk scheduled for the next day through the MCPS colloquia series.  

Pulling out bottled juices, water, healthy fruits, veggies, nuts, hummus, and numerous crumpled, little bagged items 

from the co-op, they met with me over an afternoon ñteaò of sorts.  Awestruck by his powerful storytelling and his 

modern Renaissance-style background, I was curious to learn more about the early foundations of Bill Wimsatt.  He 

didnôt seem to fit the format of a standard interview.  So, rather than attempt to give you my second-hand narrative of 

his foundations, Professor Wimsatt has been kind enough to share his upbringing in his own words, which I recount 

here as an excerpt from one of the final drafts of his book Re-Engineering Philosophy for Limited Beings: Piecewise 

Approximations to Reality (Harvard University Press, 2007).  ~ Anita Wallace 
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Senior Faculty Hire with Tenure in Philosophy of Science: Jos Uffink 

Our last two issues announced our ambitious new hiring 

plan, called for by the Provost and Deans of the College 

of Liberal Arts, designed to take advantage of recent 

and upcoming retirements, etc., to build a world-class 

philosophy department.  Weôre delighted to announce 

that we have just taken a major step in that direction 

with the appointment of Jos Uffink (pronounced óYosô), 

one of the worldôs leading philosophers of physics, as 

full professor and John Dolan Professor in our depart-

ment, to start in the fall of 2011.  

 

Jos Uffink is currently Senior University Lecturer in the 

Institute for History and Foundations of Science at the 

University of Utrecht. He holds a Doctorandus in Theo-

retical Physics from the University of Amsterdam and a 

PhD in Physics from the University of Utrecht, with a 

dissertation entitled Measures of Uncertainty and the 

Uncertainty Principleò (in Quantum Mechanics).  

 

Many of his publications are in leading physics  

journals as well as in journals specializing in philosophy 

and history of science. Indeed, he is one of two princi-

pal editors of the prestigious journal, Studies in the His-

tory and Philosophy of Modern Physics, and will con-

tinue this work at the University of Minnesota. He has 

held visiting appointments at Cambridge and Oxford 

Universities, the University of Pittsburgh, and other 

leading institutions, and he is widely recognized as one   

Jos Uffink, Professor of Philosophy 

of the worldôs leading experts on the foundations of sta-

tistical mechanics and the foundations and philosophy of 

quantum mechanics.  

 

Of special importance to Jos in coming to his decision to 

accept our offer is the prospect of forging close ties to 

both the U of Môs Department of Physics and its Pro-

gram in the History of Science, Technology, and Medi-

cine (HST). Both of these units have prominent faculty 

with strong interests in foundations of physics, and Jos 

will have much to offer them and their graduate students. 

Further, Jos will become a member of our Center for Phi-

losophy of Science and will helpðalong with  Michel 

Janssen of HSTðlead a research group therein, known 

as the P.I.G. the ñphysics interest group,ò modeled on 

our very successful B.I.G. the ñbiological interest 

group.ò  

 

It is noteworthy that Jos also has interests in applying his 

expertise on probabilistic and statistical reasoning to ar-

eas outside physics proper. For example, he has taught 

short courses on these topics to panels of judges in the 

Netherlands, who often face problematic cases involving 

the interpretation of statistical information, cases in 

which even supposed experts can be led astray. 

 

Clearly this appointment goes some distance toward re-

storing philosophy of science at Minnesota to a national 

leadership role. We are deeply grateful to the College of 

Liberal Arts and the wider community for supporting our 

efforts, and we look forward to further hires in philoso-

phy of science as well as other important areas of phi-

losophy in the near future, bringing us within reach of 

the goal of our Grand Plan.  
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Personal Data 

Name:  Jozef Bernardus Maria Uffink 

 

Education 

1974  Gymnasium 3, Pius X Lyceum, Amsterdam 

1979 Candidate Degree in Chemistry 

 (distinction cum laude),  University of  

 Amsterdam. 

1984  Doctorandus in Theoretical Physics  

 (distinction cum laude), University of  

 Amsterdam. 

1990 Ph.D. in Physics (distinction cum laude),  

 University of Utrecht. 

 Dissertation title: ñMeasures of Uncertainty 

  and the Uncertainty Principle.ò  

 (Promoter: Prof. Dr. J. Hilgevoord). 

 

Professional History 

 

1980-81 Physics teacher,  

  Rijksscholengemeenschap Harderwijk. 

1984-88 Associate researcher, Institute for  

  Theoretical Physics. 

1988-2002   University lecturer, Unit for Foundations 

  of Physics, University of Utrecht. 

2002-present Senior University Lecturer, Institute for 

  History and Foundations of Science, 

  University of Utrecht. 

 

Guest Appointments 

 

Visiting Fellow, Trinity College, Cambridge, April-June, 

2009. 

 

Long Term Visitor, Perimeter Institute for Theoretical 

Physics, Waterloo, Canada, May-August, 2008. 

 

Visiting Fellow, Center for Philosophy of Science,  

University of Pittsburgh, September-December, 2004. 

 

Visiting Fellow, All Souls College, Oxford, Michaelmas 

Term, 2000. 

 

 

Visiting Scholar, Department of History and Philosophy 

of Science, Eotvos Lorand University, Budapest, June, 

1996, Supported by Cultural Treaty Hungary ðthe  

Netherlands.  

Visiting Scholar, Department of History and Philosophy 

of Science and the Philosophy Faculty, Cambridge, April

-May, 1994; and at the Subfaculty of Philosophy, Ox-

ford, May-June, 1994, (Supported by a grant from the 

Joint Programme of the British Council and the Nether-

lands Organization for Scientific Research).   

Invited Talks: International Conferences (2010) 

ñ21st-Century Directions in de Broglie-Bohm theory and 

beyond,ò The Apuan Alps Center for Physics, August 28-

September 4, 2010, Vallico Sotto. 

 

ñSubjective probability and physics,ò ESF Workshop 

Logic, Probability and Statistics, July 9-10, 2010, Pader-

born. 

 

ñGibbs Paradox and the Relation between Thermody-

namics and Quantum Theory,ò HQ3: Third International 

Conference on the History of Quantum Physics, Max 

Planck Institute for the History of Science, June 28-July 

3, 2010. 

 

Keynote Lecture: Philosophy of Science in a Forest: 

Fifth Flemish-Dutch Congress for General and Special 

Philosophy of Science, International School for Philoso-

phy, May 14-15, 2010. 

 

Keynote Lecture: Fourth International Conference on 

Models and Simulations, May 7-9, 2010. 

 

ñDecoherence and Reality,ò James Cushing Memorial 

Prize Lecture, University of Notre Dame, April 29, 2010. 

 

ñWhat is Quantum Theory About?ò Part and Whole in 

Physics, Lorentz Center, March 22-26, 2010, Leiden. 

 

Editorial Work and Reviewing  

Editor of Studies in History and Philosophy of Modern 

Physics, August 2003-present. 

Editorial Board member, Philosophy of Science, June 

2009-present. 

 Curriculum Vita (very short version) 

Senior Faculty Hire with Tenure in Philosophy of Science: Jos Uffink 
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Roy Cook Granted Tenure and Promoted to Associate Professor 

Research: My current research falls into four main 

areas: First, I am developing a view of logic where  

logics are instances of the same sort of model building 

that occurs in other areas of science.  Second, I am 

working on semantic paradoxes.  There are two sub-

projects here.  The first consists of my development 

and defense of a novel solution to semantic paradoxes 

such as the Liar paradox which involves the indefinite 

extensibility of language, and a transfinite hierarchy of 

truth values, and the failure of absolutely general  

quantification.  The second project involves an  

assessment of the role that the Yablo paradox should 

play in such semantic theorizing.  In particular, Iôm 

working on determining whether or not the Yablo  

paradox is truly non-circular, and whether the 

 infinitary construction that gives rise to the Yablo 

paradox can be generalized to other types of paradoxes.  

Third, within the philosophy of mathematics I am 

working on Fregean foundations of mathematics.  

There are two sub-projects: 1) historical work of 

Gottlob Fregeôs logicist reconstruction of mathematics, 

and 2) the development and defense of neo-logicism, a 

modified (and consistent!) version of Fregeôs project.  

Fourth, I am working on some issues in the aesthetics 

of popular art, in particular, comics and graphic novels.    

In my spare time, I hang out with my wife, Alice, and 

our two cats, Mr. Prickeley and Freckles, and play with 

1.2 million LEGO bricks. 

Education and Background 

 

2000 Doctor of Philosophy, The Ohio State University, 

 Philosophy, Stewart Shapiro, adviser 

 ñLogic as Modeling: A New Perspective on 

   Formalization.ò 

1994 Bachelor of Arts, Virginia Polytechnic Institute 

 and State University (Virginia Tech) 

 Philosophy/Political Science, Double Major 

 Mathematics, Minor 

 

Academic Appointments 

 

Associate Professor, University of Minnesota 

July 2010 to present 

 

Assistant Professor, University of Minnesota 

August 2007 to July 2010 

 

Visiting Assistant Professor, Villanova University 

August 2004 to August 2007 

 

Postdoctoral Research Fellow: The Logical and Metaphysi-

cal Foundations of Classical Mathematics Project 

Arché: The AHRC Centre for the Philosophy of Logic, Lan-

guage, Mathematics, and Mind, University of St. Andrews, 

Saint Andrews, Scotland, United Kingdom 

Honorary Positions 

 

Associate Fellow, Northern Institute of Philosophy 

University of Aberdeen, Aberdeen, Scotland 

December 2009 to present 

Resident Fellow, Minnesota Center for Philosophy of  

Science, University of Minnesota 

February 2008 to present 

Honorary Research Fellow 

University of St. Andrews, Saint Andrews, Scotland 

August 2005 to December 2010 

 

Associate Fellow 

Arché: The AHRC Centre for the Philosophy of Logic, Lan-

guage, Mathematics, and Mind 

University of St. Andrews, Saint Andrews, Scotland 

August 2004 to December 2010 

Roy Cook, Associate Professor 
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Roberta L. Millstein  received her PhD in Philosophy from the University of 

Minnesota in August 1997, with a minor in the History of Science and Technol-

ogy.  Ken Waters and John Beatty co-advised her dissertation, ñThe Chances of 

Evolution: An Analysis of the Roles of Chance in Microevolution and Macroevo-

lution.ò  Her first academic position was as a lecturer at California State Univer-

sity, Hayward (now California State University, East Bay) in Fall, 1997.  They 

hired her as a tenure-track Assistant Professor the following year, and she was 

promoted to Associate Professor in 2004.  She remained at Cal State East Bay 

until Fall, 2006 (except for a visiting position in the Department of History and 

Philosophy of Science in Spring, 2005 at the University of Pittsburgh), when she 

was hired at the University of California, Davis.  She was promoted to Full Pro-

fessor at UC-Davis in 2010.  Robertaôs research examines evolutionary theory 

and practice in order to illuminate general topics in the philosophy of science 

such as causation and mechanisms, chance and probability, determinism and inde-

terminism, and the interpretation of scientific models.  She is one of the leading 

experts on the role of probability in evolutionary theory.  

 

Twenty of her articles have been published in journals such as Philosophy of Science, Biology and Philosophy, The 

British Journal for the Philosophy of Science, and the Journal of the History of Biology, as well as edited volumes 

such as Evolution Since Darwin: The First 150 Years and The Cambridge Companion to the Philosophy of Biol-

ogy.  Roberta has an active presentation schedule; she regular presents at the conferences of the Philosophy of Science 

Association (PSA), the International Society for the History, Philosophy, and Social Studies of Biology (ISHPSSB), 

and the History of Science Society (HSS), and has given invited talks at places such as the University of Pittsburgh, 

Indiana University, the University of Paris, Duke University, and, of course, the University of Minnesota!  She is ac-

tive in the profession at large; she is currently on the Governing Board of the PSA and is Secretary for ISHPSSB.  She 

is also webmaster and listserv moderator for ISHPSSB and for the PSA Women's  

Caucus.    

 

Roberta is one of the most prominent philosophers of biology in the world and we are proud of her accomplishments 

and her multifaceted contributions to the profession.   

 

Robertaôs statement about her time as a graduate student at Minnesota:  I am extremely grateful for my experiences 

as a grad student in the University of Minnesota's Philosophy Department.  I think that the program itself struck just 

the right balance of courses to give me a broad background in philosophy while still allowing me to pursue my par-

ticular areas of interest in the philosophy of science and the philosophy of biology.  I learned from each of the faculty 

members with whom I came into contact: I learned of their passion for their work and their dedication to teaching, as 

well as innumerable more specific lessons about scholarship and teaching that let me ñhit the ground runningò when I 

took my first position. I particularly value my experiences as a philosopher of science in the program.  These included: 

weekly colloquia in the history and philosophy of science, the opportunity to minor in the history of science and to 

interact with historians of science (relationships that I maintain to this day), a variety of courses that were exciting and 

topical, and other grad students in philosophy of science who gave me helpful advice and support throughout.  I was 

encouraged to attend and participate in Philosophy of Science Association conferences; with the help of faculty, I had 

a paper accepted for presentation and publication at the PSA.  (At that time, it was not very common for grad students 

to do this).  More specifically, I was extremely lucky to have had Ken Waters as an advisor.  He introduced me to the 

philosophy of biology and showed me how good philosophy of biology is done, he gave me invaluable advice on the 

research for my dissertation and beyond, and he has been a supportive mentor, colleague, and friend.  He even made 

sure that I met the philosophers of biology who have come through Minnesota's program after me, creating a 

ñMinnesota Contingentò that I very much value.  In short: I wish to thank the Department of Philosophy at the  

University of Minnesota for providing a stimulating and intellectually challenging environment, allowing me to be-

come the philosopher I am today. 

Graduate Alum, 1997: Roberta Millstein, University of California at Davis 
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Undergraduate Alum, 2002: Justin Sytsma, University of Tennessee 

Justin Sytsma completed a bachelor of science degree in Neuroscience at the 

University of Minnesota in 1999, and returned to complete a second bachelors 

degree in Computer Scienceðwith a double major in Philosophyðwhich he 

received in 2003. He entered graduate school at the University of Pittsburgh 

where he earned his Ph.D. in History and Philosophy of Science (2010).   

He immediately landed a tenure track job as an assistant professor in the  

Philosophy department at East Tennessee State University. Justinôs research 

interests center on issues at the intersections of philosophy of mind and philoso-

phy of psychology.  Much of his work focuses on how empirical evidence can 

be brought to bear on questions about the nature of the mind and how the mind 

works. This has led Justin to do experimental work, most prominently investi-

gating the folk psychology of consciousness, causation, and reference. He  

believes that ñempirically informed description our naµve understanding of  

phenomena such as perception, as well a solid grasp of how terms like 

óconsciousnessô and ócausationô are employed in everyday language, form an 

essential foundation for our philosophical inquiries into these topics; especially 

as these inquiries often call on intuitions that might or might not reflect com-

mon-sense, and as our attempts to address these topics often mire us in termino-

logical confusion.ò  He is currently working on a textbook on this subject with Jonathan Livengood.  Justin has au-

thored and co-authored papers on a variety of topics in philosophy of mind and psychology that have been published 

in the Australasian Journal of Philosophy, Philosophical Studies, Philosophy of Science, Cognition, Journal of Con-

sciousness Studies, Philosophy Compass, and Philosophical Psychology, among others.  He has also won several 

awards for his work, notably including a Mellon/ACLS Dissertation Completion Fellowship and the William James 

Prize from the Society for Philosophy and Psychology two years in a row. Justin is one of the most promising young 

philosophers working in the philosophy of psychology and we are proud that he got his start at the University of 

Minnesota. 

Justinôs statement about his time as an undergraduate student at Minnesota: ñThe time I spent at the University of 

Minnesota was not only extremely enjoyable, but was of great benefit to me in graduate school and beyond.  Issues 

in philosophy of mind and psychology grabbed hold of my interest in my first year at Minnesota, owing in large part 

to an excellent course I took from Professor Gunderson on ñMinds and Machinesò and were reinforced in the history 

of early modern philosophy course I took from Professor Lewis.  These courses changed me, leaving me thinking 

(my wife might instead say ñobsessingò) about questions concerning the mind and its relationship to the body long 

after the end of the semester.  In fact, these classes shaped my course of study at Minnesota: These questions led me 

to seek to learn what current science could tell us about the issue, in turn leading me to study neuroscience and arti-

ficial intelligence.  This took a while!  As an undergraduate, I was working part time for a design firm in downtown 

Minneapolis that primarily did print work but was trying to branch out into web design. With my degree completed, 

they offered me a full-time position in 1999 as ñDirector of New Mediaò and I took it.  I did that for about a year, 

then took a position as ñCreative Directorò with an internet start-up doing audio components for multimedia applica-

tions.  Unfortunately, roughly a year later they were out of money.  At that point I started working for myself full 

time.  I'm not much for sales, however, and while my business increased over the next year, I found I wasn't moti-

vated enough to do cold calls and the other things needed to increase it further. I found myself with a good bit of 

free time on my hands and returned to reading philosophy, spending most afternoons at coffee shops with a 

book.  This led to my thinking about my senior thesis again and then to the decision to finish up the computer sci-

ence degree and philosophy major and to apply to graduate schools.  At that point it had been quite a while since 

most of my philosophy classes, which doesn't make for good letters.  I asked both Professor Hellman and Professor 

Waters at the start of the Fall semester of 2002 whether they would be willing to write letters if I did as well in their 

courses as I promised I would -- I only had time for two classes and needed two letters! -- and fortunately it all 

worked out well. I completed my senior thesis with Keith Gunderson, and applied to graduate schools.  The  

department was incredibly supportive throughout the process, Professor Waters in particular.  Without that support 

and guidance, I wouldnôt be where I am today.  And as where I am today is a great place to be, I am extremely  

grateful: I owe many thanks to the Philosophy Department at the University of Minnesota.ò 
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Philosophy of Science Discussion and Research Groups 

The physics interest group (PIG) reads and discusses works of mutual interest in the history and philoso-

phy of physics. PIG grew out of a reading group led by Antigone Nounou (former faculty member of the 

Philosophy Department and currently at the History, Philosophy and Didactics of Science and Technology 

Program at the University of Athens) and Michel Janssen (history of science) in 2007 in connection with a 

symposium at the U of M on Harvey Brown's book on relativity. Since then the PIGlets, as we affection-

ately call ourselves, have been meeting about 5 times per semester to discuss a variety of papers and books 

in the history and philosophy of physics. Among regular participants are Clayton Gearhart (Physics, St. 

Johnôs University) and Brian Woodcock (Philosophy, University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire), graduate and 

undergraduate students from the Philosophy Department, and the Program in the History of Science, Tech-

nology, and Medicine. During the fall term we tend to focus on work-in-progress by our members (and last 

fall, in anticipation of Jos Uffinkôs joining the philosophy department this fall, we read some of his work 

on the history and foundations of statistical mechanics). During the spring term we read materials in prepa-

ration of the Seven Pines Symposium on the foundations of physics, held annually in May at the Outing 

Lodge near Stillwater, Minnesota. We read Bob Batterman's The Devil in the Details for Seven Pines XIII 

on condensed-matter physics and for Seven Pines XIV on de-coherence we read Max Schlosshauer's book 

on that topic. To get ready for this year's symposium, Seven Pines XV on the origins of life, PIG has been 

commuted for a semester to a history of science graduate seminar on the topic, co-taught by historian of 

biology Mark Borrello. We anticipate to resume our regular PIG meetings this fall. For more information:   

http://mcps.umn.edu/groups/physics.html.  

Physics Interest Group (PIG) 

http://mcps.umn.edu/groups/physics.html
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Philosophy of Science Discussion and Research Groups 

Founded in the Fall semester of 2009, and led by Roy Cook (Philosophy), FIG is the newest MCPS research 

group, focusing on the deductive sciences in much the same manner as BIG and PIG focus on the empirical 

sciences. The group meets once per week (more in the summer) to discuss historically important work in the 

philosophy of mathematics and logic as well as cutting edge contemporary research in these areas. Past topics 

include absolutely general quantification, 18th and 19th century philosophy of mathematics, and category the-

ory.  In addition, during the summer semester the group holds additional meetings where faculty and students 

are encouraged to present work-in-progress to the group. During Fall 2010 FIG worked through a close read-

ing of Richard Dedekindôs Was sind und was sollen die Zahlen?, and plans on spending the Spring, 2011 se-

mester similarly engaged with Gottlob Fregeôs Die Grundlagen der Arithmetic. FIG welcomes all interested 

graduate students and faculty from the University of Minnesota and neighboring colleges and universities, and 

also includes undergraduates by invitation.   The groupôs roster currently includes participants from five de-

partments within the University of Minnesota and from three other local universities.  

 

More information can be found at:  http://www.mcps.umn.edu/groups/foundations.html.  

Foundations Interest Group (FIG) 
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Philosophy of Science Discussion and Research Groups 

Biology Interest Group (BIG) 

BIG reads and discusses works of mutual interest in biology and the history and philosophy of biology.  

Readings are selected for a variety of reasons: to keep up on the most exciting developments in the field, to 

help participants scrutinize literature relevant to their research projects (faculty or graduate student research), 

to provide feedback on works in progress being written by BIG participants (graduate students, faculty, and 

Center visitors), to revisit classic articles in the literature, and sometimes just to have fun discussing a topic 

related to biology. BIG is led by five faculty members, Mark Borrello (History of Science and Technology, 

HST), Alan Love (Philosophy), Ruth Shaw (Ecology, Evolution, and Behavior, EEB), Michael Travisano 

(Biotechnology Institute and EEB) and Ken Waters (Philosophy). Faculty, postdoctoral and graduate students 

from several departments dispersed throughout the University, including Philosophy, EEB, HST, Statistics, 

and Anthropology, regularly participate. Several undergraduates, including four philosophy majors, have been 

participating this year.  

 

For more information:  http://mcps.umn.edu/groups/biological.html 

http://mcps.umn.edu/groups/biological.html
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Staff Profile:  Pam Groscost, Department Administrator 

Question: I know you have been at the University since you were an under-

graduate student.  Can you tell us when you started here at the U? What was 

your major?  Did you have a minor?  What faculty did you take courses with in 

the Department of  Philosophy?  What area of  philosophy was the most  

interesting to you?   

Answer:  I started working at the U in the 80s as a student receptionist with 

work study funds.  I graduated with a BA in Philosophy with no minor.   

My  focus was modal logic, so the courses I remember most are logic, with  

Professors Hanson and Root. 

 

Question:  What other departments and areas have you worked in at the  

University?   

Answer:  My first appointment was in the General College Dean's  

office.  When my work study funds were used up, they switched me to a  

non-work study appointment, and when I graduated, they offered me a civil service appointment.  From there  

I went to Pediatric Dentistry where I worked as the assistant to the chair and the director of graduate studies.   

My next appointment was in the department of Educational Policy and Administration where I was hired as the  

assistant to three directors of graduate study.  I also served as the back up to the department administrator, which 

prepared me for my current position in Philosophy as the department administrator. 

 

Question:  Over the time that you've been at the University you must have seen a lot of change.  Can you tell us 

what kind of changes you have seen? 

Answer:  I have seen a lot of different types of change.  I have been at the U through five presidents--going on six 

with Kaler.  I have also worked with a lot of wonderful people.  I have seen a lot of change in the physical  

environment of the U.  There are so many new buildings and many more that have been renovated.  And, of course, 

the students keep getting younger!  When I started, undergrads were my age, then graduate students were my age; 

now the students are the same age as (or younger than) my nieces and nephews. 

 

Question:  What do you like most about working in the Department of Philosophy?  

Answer:  I like the people.  The staff is friendly and competent and the faculty are dedicated and supportive-- 

of students, and each other.   

 

Question:  Can you tell us a little bit about your family? 

Answer:  I am married with two girls.  My husband, Mike, works in the area of early childhood education.  My 

 oldest daughter, Aubree,  is a sophomore in high school.  She is a cheerleader and teaches Sunday school.  The 

youngest, Linnea, is in middle school and plays drums in the school band and loves to draw (and is great at it).  

We also have two cats (one of whom thinks he is a dog because he loves to play fetch and will put his front paws on 

your leg like a dog to get attention). 

 

Question:  What are some of your hobbies and outside interests? 

Answer:  My current favorite past-time is knitting.  At the end of a busy day I can usually be found in my favorite 

chair working on a sweater or shawl.  Some of my past hobbies have included temari (Japanese thread balls), 

pysanky (Ukrainian eggs), sewing, polymer clay, cross stitch, and crochet.  I also play in my church's hand bell 

choir. 
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The Institute for Advanced Study seeks to ignite creative, innovative, and profound research and discovery in the 

sciences, humanities, and the arts. The Institute for Advanced Study is a site, concept, and a community dedicated 

to public and intellectual exchanges across the fields of human endeavor.  The Institute for Advanced Study pur-

sues its vision through three primary strategies. First, it provides a physical space at the Nolte Center where artists, 

scientists, and scholars can engage in and share their work. This strategy encompasses not only scheduled events 

and presentations, but also unplanned encounters and serious play that facilitate unexpected inspiration, revelation, 

and collaboration. Second, it supports faculty fellowships and research collaborative programs that bring together 

artists, scientists, and scholars from across and beyond the University. Third, it convenes an annual symposium that 

catalyzes conversations across the University of Minnesota and that highlights some of the most innovative  

research initiatives that exist in the United States and the world.  (http://www.ias.umn.edu) 

 

Michelle Masonôs research project during her residency at the Institute for Advanced Study is titled ñEvaluating 

Persons.ò   Her main philosophical interests tend to lie at certain points of intersection between value theory and the 

philosophy of mind and action. Masonôs current research and teaching interests are in ethics, and present concerns 

include the contribution that reflection on the concept of a practical virtue has to offer to contemporary debates 

about the practical rationality of moral action. The concept of a practical virtue captures intuitions about admirable 

action in a way that provides a fruitful perspective from which to consider the evaluative patterns of reasoning and 

action we associate with morality and their place in a more general theory of reasons for action.  Her interests in  

moral psychology includes the so-called reactive attitudes, and a desire to explore the implications of theoretical 

commitments in moral theory for the nature and range of those attitudes one takes to be morally justifiable.   

Finally, Mason enjoys thinking and writing about issues in aesthetics. 

 

Other residential fellows at the Institute for Advanced Study for Fall 2010 from CLA include Susanna Ferlito, 

French and Italian, ñPatientôs Voices: Towards a History of Sensibilities in Medical Languages,ò Tasoulla  

Hadjiyanni, Design, Housing, and Apparel, ñMeaning-making and Practice: How Culture & Design Related Under 

Conditions of Displacementò; David Karjanen, American Studies, ñSpectral Economies: Violence, Marginality, 

and the Transformation of Global Capitalismò; Erika Lee, History and Asian American Studies, ñThe óYellow 

Perilô in the Americas: A Transnational History of Migration and Race, 1850-1945ò; Lisa Sun-Hee Park,  

Sociology, ñThe Case of the Missing Mountains: Environmental Privilege, Immigration, and the Politics of Placeò; 

and Simona Sawhney, Asian Languages and Literatures, ñWar and the Subject of Politics: Postcolonial Questions.ò 

 

Mason enjoyed the opportunity to be on the East Bank of the University meeting new friends and acquaintances. 

 

Fellow of the Institute for Advanced Study: Michelle Mason, Fall 2010 

Michelle Mason Associate Professor 
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Conference: Conceptual Change in Biological Science:  

Evolutionary Development Biology, 1981-2011 by Alan Love 

A core issue in philosophy of science is the nature of ñconceptual change,ò or how the meaning of scientific theories and 

terminology change over time (Kitcher 1993; Kuhn 1996; Thagard 1992).  For example, how and why have biologists 

changed their conception of the ógeneô in response to advances in genetics and genomics?  Conceptual change includes 

the introduction and elimination of concepts, a reclassification of things considered to fall under a concept, the develop-

ment of more abstract concepts, the refinement or expansion of defining features of a concept, and the reorganizing of 

relations among concepts.  More generally, ñscientific changeò refers to any adjustments over time in the epistemic 

frameworks used by communities of scientists in their attempt to characterize and explain natural phenomena (Donovan 

et al. 1992). 

Comprehending scientific change requires tracking the historical trajectories of concepts in specific areas of research 

where they are regularly in use (e.g., Burian 1985; Hacking 1995; Hull 1988).  One favored domain for these studies has 

been interdisciplinary fields, such as cognitive psychology and neuroscience or biochemistry and genetics (Bechtel 

1986, 1993; Darden and Maull 1977), because within such fields the epistemological dynamics are fairly conspicuous.  

Researchers routinely encounter difficulties in conceiving how óintegratedô explanations are generated when the disci-

plines have differences in how they define central problems, differences in methodology and research aims, differences 

in criteria of explanatory adequacy, differences in disciplinary structure and function, and potentially different meanings 

for core terminology.  In this sense, the philosophical topic of conceptual change is directly relevant to the prosecution 

of theoretical and empirical inquiry in the life sciences today. 

The proposed volume analyzes conceptual change in the context of evolutionary developmental biology (Evo-devo), an 

interdisciplinary field that has emerged over the past thirty years and within which numerous concepts relevant to bio-

logical explanation have been introduced or undergone substantial transformation (Hall 1999; Raff 2000).  Evo-devo is 

an ideal place to investigate these philosophical questions because conceptual change is occurring in real time as re-

searchers explore unanswered evolutionary questions with a new set of experimental tools from developmental biology 

and elsewhere (Love and Raff 2003).   

One of the watershed moments of the past few decades was the 1981 Dahlem Conference on óEvolution and Develop-

mentô (Bonner 1982).  The Dahlem Conference was a singular event in the recent history of biology. It occurred in the 

midst of growing interest about relationships between ontogeny and phylogeny, and also happened on the cusp of the 

profound discovery of homeobox genes.  One reviewer presciently noted that the resulting edited volume ñis a harbinger 

of things to comeò (Levinton 1983, 252).  Many junior researchers present at the meeting now have thriving labs that 

tackle many of the questions that Dahlem revolved around (e.g., developmental constraints, the genetic control of devel-

opment, and the origin of novel biological structures).  And yet when we look back some things also have changed, such 

as an increased emphasis on specific topics or substantial changes in relevant biological sub-disciplines.  Not all of those 

present at Dahlem would now describe themselves as working within Evo-devo.  Research on phenotypic plasticity from 

the perspective of life history theory is one notable example.  Probing these kinds of conceptual developments in detail 

offers a novel outlook on questions about how biological research is currently conceptualized and is valuable to histori-

cal and philosophical students of biology, as well biologists forging and extending their research programs. 

 

To this end a workshop was held at the Max Planck Institute for the History of Science in Berlin from July 15-18, 2010.   

It took the 1981 Dahlem Workshop as a reference point to analyze the diverse historical trajectories of biological re-

search over the past thirty years, and generate scientific and philosophical perspectives that characterize their current 

status in Evo-devo (and elsewhere).  At the workshop, a combination of complementary and competing perspectives on 

these concepts and the development of Evo-devo were offered by scientists and philosophers in order to generate a 

richer picture of how this and other areas of biology have advanced in amazing ways in several decades.  Each scientific 

participant was asked to present on the changes and developments of conceptual aspects of their scientific research pro-

gram since the mid-1980s, including connections to different aspects of Evo-devoôs increasing prominence during the 

interim. Each philosophical participant was asked to present on similar topics but from the vantage point of an outsider 

looking in with both historical and philosophical tools.  Concepts discussed included constraints, evolvability, gene 

regulation, heterochrony, homology, innovation, modularity, and phenotypic plasticity. 

                                                                                                                                                          (continued on page 19) 
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Conference: Conceptual Change in Biological Science:  

Evolutionary Development Biology, 1981-2011 by Alan Love 

The scientific participants addressed a variety of questions, including:  

- How did these concepts operate in your research in the 1980s? How do they operate now?  

- Have these concepts waxed or waned in significance for your ongoing investigations? 

- What empirical findings have been most substantial?  

- In what ways did these concepts guide your choice of methods, experimental techniques, model organisms,  

       or collaborators?  

- Has the concept changed its meaning in the interim, so that it is currently used differently than in earlier  

       discussions?  

- How do you understand your own research program in relation to what is now labeled óEvo-devoô?  

       Has this changed over time? 

The philosophical participants addressed related questions, such as: 

- What models of conceptual change best account for the stasis and change observed for particular concepts? 

       Do empirical findings primarily drive conceptual change or have their been critical theoretical developments  

        that explain the patterns of conceptual use? 

- In what ways have shifts in the practices of biology transformed concepts at work in the research? Have the 

       most important changes emerged from new experimental interventions, genomic technologies, bioinformatic  

       tools, or something else? 

- What concepts have disappeared from the epistemology of Evo-devo researchers? Why? What concepts 

        that were absent or of negligible importance in the early 1980s are now significant? Why? 

- How do these patterns of conceptual change map onto conflicts with other predominant conceptualizations 

       in evolutionary biology (e.g., population biology and evolutionary genetics)? 

 

The focus of the workshop was comparing and contrasting conceptualizations across time rather than arguing in fa-

vor of a particular conceptualization today. It was not the goal of the workshop to attain (or even attempt to attain) 

consensus about these issues in contemporary research; many diverse viewpoints were represented. Instead, the aim 

of the volume is to understand conceptual change in the recent history of biology in order to provoke new ways of 

thinking and stimulate new directions of research, both biological and philosophical.  Juxtaposing these diverse con-

tributions within a single volume will make it of value across multiple disciplines simultaneously. 
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The New Class of Philosophers  

2010-2011  

Kimberly Klinger:  Ph.D. Program.   

Adviser:  Roy Cook. 

Student Mentor:  Leia Rollag. 

Previous Education:  M.S. 2010, Eastern Washington University, Mathematics; 

B.A., B.S., 2008, Gonzaga University, Visual Arts, Mathematics. 

AOS:  Logic, Mathematics, Aesthetics. 

Academic Interests: Graph colorings and chromatic polynomials, mathematics, art, 

and art history. 

Hobbies and Interests Outside of School: Running . 

Honors and Awards:  Deanôs List, Gonzaga University. 

Previous Employment: Student instructor, Eastern Washington University.   

Favorite Food:  Burritos. 

Brief Statement or something you might not know about me:  I have the cutest dog in the world.   

Her name is Maci.  

Joseph Martin:  M.A. Thesis, Philosophy: ñIs the Continentist/Inevitabilist  

Debate a Matter of Degrees?: Towards a Taxonomy of Historical Continency.ò  

Ph.D. History of Science and Technology.   

Adviser:  C. Kenneth Waters. 

Previous Education:  Ph.D. Candidate, History of Science and Technology,  

University of Minnesota; B.A., 2006, Boston University, History and Philosophy 

of  Science. 

AOS:  Philosophy of Science, Philosophy of Physics, Philosophy of History. 

Academic Interests: History & philosophy of science, Emergence and reduction 

in physical systems, chance and contingency in history, history of solid state 

physics. 

Honors and Awards: Library Resident Research Fellowship, John C. Slater Fellow, American Philosophi-

cal Society, August, 2010; Thesis Research Grant, University of Minnesota, 2010-2011; Edwin T. Layton 

Teaching Award, University of Minnesota, History of Science, Technology, and Medicine, 2009-2010; 

Grant-in-Aid for History of Modern Physics, American Institute of Physics, Summer, 2009; Program Fel-

lowship, University of Minnesota, History of Science, Technology, and Medicine, Spring 2008; Roger H. 

Stuewer Fellowship, University of Minnesota, History of Science, Technology, and Medicine, Fall 2007. 

Hobbies and Interests Outside of School:  Hockey (playing & coaching); travel, live music. 

Previous Employment: Teaching Assistant, University of Minnesota, HST; Research Assistant, Univer-

sity of Minnesota, Epidemiology, Research Grants Administrator, University of Auckland, New Zealand, 

2006-2007; Publications Assistant, International Programs, Boston University, 2003-2006. 

Favorite Food: Jibaritos.  The jibarito (pronounced hee-bah-ree-to), is a specialty of Aguada and  

Chicago, is a sandwich made with flattened, fried green plantains instead of bread (from Wikipedia). 
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Molly Paxton:  Ph.D. Program.   

Co-advisers:  Alan Love and C. Kenneth Waters. 

Student Mentor: Kirsten Kringle. 

Previous Education:  M.A. 2010, Boston University, Philosophy; M.A. 2007, 

Wheaton College, Historic and Systematic Theology; B.A. Ohio University, 2006, 

Philosophy.  

AOS:  Philosophy of Biology, empirically-driven philosophy of science, History 

and Philosophy of science, science/religion, Darwinism. 

Academic Interests: Relationship between the history of science and  

Christianity, Early Modern Philosophy, Philosophy of race, Feminist philosophy of 

science.    

Hobbies and Interests Outside of School:  Old thingsðfrom B&W movies and  

classical literature, to Chuck Taylor shoes and vintage video games.  I am fairly certain that I was born at 

least ten years too late. 

Honors and Awards: Stanley Green Award in Religious Studies, 2006. 

Previous employment: Therapeutic Behavioral Specialist for Diocesan Catholic Childrenôs Home;  

research assistant for the research and evaluation dept at the Museum of Science in Boston. 

Favorite Food:  Fizzy water, dark beer, and coffee ice cubes (I like beverages). 

Brief Statement or something you might not know about  me: I firmly believe that both white socks and 

matching socks are overrated.  Consequently, I am frequently found wearing brightly colored  

mismatched socks. 

Nicholas Zampa:  Ph.D. Program.   

Adviser: C. Kenneth Waters. 

Student Mentor:  Jason Swartwood. 

Previous Education: B.A. 2009, Cum Laude, University of Rochester, Biology 

and Philosophy. 

AOS:  Philosophy of Biology, Philosophy of Science. 

Academic Interests:  Biology and Aesthetics.  

Hobbies and Interests Outside of School:  Music, fishing, hiking, cooking, eat-

ing, writing fiction. 

Honors and Awards: Graduate School First Year Fellowship, 2010-2011,  

University of Minnesota.   

Previous Employment:  Lab intern at Advanced Instruments, Inc., Deanôs Assis-

tant at Franklin High School. 

Favorite Food: Baked mostaccioli with zucchini parmesan. 

Brief statement or something you might not know about me: I was in a fraternity as an undergrad. 

The New Class of Philosophers  

2010-2011 
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Graduate Degrees Awarded July 2009 to December 2010 

Doctoral Degrees Awarded 
 

Deepanwita Dasgupta, Ph.D., 2010, ñOn the Peripheries of Western Science: Indian Science from 1910-1930,  

A Cognitive-Philosophical Analysis,ò Final exam committee: Ronald Giere (adviser), Alan Love, Naomi Sche-

man, Paul Johnson (Information/Decision Sciences, Psychology). 

 

Masterôs Degrees Awarded 

 

William Bausman, M.A. 2010, Plan B, advised by C. Kenneth Waters. 

 

Loree Kalliainen, M.A., Plan A, ñThe Application of  Evidence-Based Medicine to the Field of Surgery,ò  

Final exam committee: Michael Root (adviser), Sandra Peterson, Jeffrey Kahn (Center for Bioethics). 

 

Joshua Paul, M.A., 2010, Plan B, advised by Valerie Tiberius. 

 

Yi Tong, M.A., 2010, Plan B, advised by Peter Hanks. 

 

Brian Wilson, M.A., 2010, Plan B, advised by Roy Cook. 

Photographic credit: Google images. 
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DATE  PRESENTER TOPIC 

09/08/10  Peter Hanks  Orientation, Graduate Student Committee Elections, Website (Alan Love). 

09/15/10  Doug Lewis  ñHumeôs Self.ò  Faculty Work-in-Progress (WIP) 

09/22/10  Steve Nelson  ñSome Differences Between óisô and óexistsô.ò (Dissertation WIP) 

09/29/10  Peter Hanks  ñFirst-person Propositions.ò  (WIP) 

10/06/10  Susan Gangl and  ñLibrary Research and Funding Resources Workshop.ò 

  Kirsten Clark 

10/13/10  Shay Logan  ñDiscovery versus Explanation: A Study in Mathematical Methodology.ò (DRPP)

10/20/10  Patrick Laine  ñBeliefs Ainôt Sunburns: Externalism and Token Identity.ò (DRPP) 

10/27/10  Naomi Scheman  ñOntology after Wittgenstein and Quine: Breaking Free of Atomism.ò (WIP)  

11/03/10  Patrick Norton  ñSuper-inducing Selection: Charles Darwin and the Inductive Method  

       of William Whewell.ò (DRPP) 

11/10/10  Jason Swartwood  ñMoral Understanding and Moral Inquiry (CLA GRPP) 

11/17/10  Roy Cook  ñIntuitionism and Permissible Disagreement.ò (WIP) 

11/24/10  No presentation    Travel day for Thanksgiving holiday 

12/01/10  Geoffrey Hellman ñOn the Significance of the Burali-Forti Paradox.ò (WIP) 

12/08/10  Marisol Brito  ñWhy Friendship? (CLA-GRPP) 

12/15/10  Roy Cook  ñDrawings of Photographs in Comics.ò (WIP) 

01/19/11  Peter Hanks   Social Gathering: Welcome Back, Second Semester Orientation 

01/26/11  Will Bausman  ñOn the Neutral Model of Ecology: Does Stochastic Model Entail Stochastic 

       Mechanism?ò (DRPP) 

02/02/11  Peter Hanks   DGS open discussion with Graduate Students about 3-Paper Exam/Oral Prelim 

02/09/11  Joseph Martin  ñIs the Contingentist/Inevitabilist Debate a Matter of Degrees?ò  

02/16/11  Alan Love  ñDarwinôs Functional Reasoning and Homology.ò (WIP) 

02/23/11  John Wallace  ñIslands of Decency.ò Practice for Mount Holyoke College talk. (WIP) 

03/02/11  no presentation   

03/09/11  Leia Rollag  ñDiscussions of Free Will and the Use of Science: A Novel Approach.ò (DRPP) 

03/16/11  No presentation  Spring Break 

03/23/11  Joshua Paul  ñSidgwickôs Methods Of Ethics.ò (DRPP) 

03/30/11  Kimberly Klinger  ñOpen-mindedness and Mathematical Proof.ò  

04/06/11  Patrick Laine  ñHumeôs Skeptical Outburst: A Rationalist Hangover?ò 

04/13/11  Yi Tong   ñHume and Kant on Causation.ò (DRPP) 

04/20/11  No presentation   Pacific APA, San Diego, California 

04/27/11  Brian Wilson  ñThe Priority of Basic Rights.ò (DRPP) 

05/04/11  Molly Paxton  ñCutting into Bodies and Gazing at the Stars: An Historical Look at the Theory/ 

       Practice Divide in Scientific Inquiry.ò 

05/11/11  Kirsten Kringle  ñResponsible Knowing.ò 

Department Weekly Meeting Presentations: Fall 2010/Spring 2011 

Background:  In Fall 2009, when Peter Hanks became the new Director of Graduate Studies, one of his primary 

goals was to increase the opportunities in the department for graduate students and faculty to gather together to talk 

about philosophy.  Past alums will remember the town hall meetings and graduate student workshops.  This new 

format integrates weekly announcements and workshop topics and interests with frequent opportunities to talk 

about philosophy and research.  Students present their first and second year summer research projects funded 

through the Department of Philosophy Research Partnership, up through their intermediate and advanced years 

with funding from the CLA Graduate Research Partnership Program, the Swenson Kierkegaard Fellowship, and the 

Lapic Fellowships, through  their advanced years funded by Doctoral Dissertation and Interdisciplinary fellow-

ships.  In addition, students have the opportunity to present chapters from their dissertations and get feedback on 

their projects.  Faculty present works-in-progress and both faculty and students have the chance to do run-throughs 

of talks they are preparing for upcoming conferences.  And, sometimes there is pizza. 
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Graduate Student Publications, Presentations, Accomplishments 

William Bausman passed his three paper exam and oral preliminary exams in Fall 2010.  His philosophical interests include 

philosophy of science, history of philosophy, and metaphysics.  His summer 2010 DRPP project was titled ñRandom or Cha-

otic? Issues in Modeling the Processes of Biodiversity and Biogeography,ò with Ken Waters.  He presented ñLeibniz and Des-

cartes on Force and the Nature and of and Causes of Body,ò at the Minnesota Philosophical Society Annual Meeting,  

Normandale Community College, November, 2010. 

Monica Berrierôs research interests are in aesthetics and the philosophy of art.  She is especially interested in questions about 

the relationship between sport and art, the creative process, the distinction between art and craft and the product-process  

dichotomy.  Her dissertation is on the aesthetics of dressage, the ancient equestrian art of classical horsemanship. She is work-

ing as a research assistant with Professor Roy Cook on the Writing Enrichment Curriculum (WEC) pilot study through the Cen-

ter for Writing.  She is also teaching courses in the philosophy of art at Normandale Community College.  She plans to defend 

her dissertation during Summer 2011. 

Marisol Brito is the recipient of a Ford Foundation three-year Pre-Dissertation Diversity Fellowship from 2008-2011.  She was 

selected as a recipient of the CLA GRPP for her project ñWhy Friendship?ò with Sarah Holtman.  Her philosophical interests 

include womenôs and gender studies, human rights, history of moral philosophy (ancient and modern), Millian and Kantian 

practical philosophy.  She will present ñBeyond the Ivory Tower: Practicing Philosophy in Your Community,ò at a colloquium 

at Saint Cloud State University in March 2011.  She presented ñLearning to Share: The Commonwealth and Moderate Scar-

city,ò at the Minnesota Philosophical Society at Normandale Community College in November, 2010.  

 

Matthew Brophy was hired as a tenure-track assistant professor at Highpoint University in North Carolina beginning his  

appointment in Fall, 2010.  His speciality is business ethics, ethical theory, social and political philosophy.  His current  

 research interests include the application of Rawlsian methodology to the stockholder/stakeholder debate; virtue ethics and cor-

porate cultures; and care ethics related to business ethics.  Some of his selected publications include a chapter entitled,  

ñBum-fights and Care Ethics,ò pending publication in Taking Care of Business: Business Ethics and Care Ethics (Springer 

Press), an essay entitled ñSantaôs Sweatshop: Elf Exploitation for Christmas,ò in Christmas & Philosophy (ed. Scott Lowe),  

and an essay ñCorporation as Avatar: Maximizing Profits for Principals/Principles,ò pending publication in Avatar &  

Philosophy  (ed. George Dunn). 

Deepanwita Dasgupta successfully defended her dissertation titled ñOn the Peripheries of Western Science: Indian Science 

from 1910-1930, A Cognitive-Philosophical Analysis,ò advised by Ronald Giere.  She worked as a Visiting Assistant Professor 

at Saint Olaf College in 2009-2010, and will be teaching as an adjunct professor at Minnesota State University in Spring 2011.  

She is currently seeking a tenure-track position.  Her areas of specialization are philosophy of science, cognitive studies of sci-

ence, science and culture.  Her areas of competence include ethics, 20th century analytic philosophy, history of western philoso-

phy, history of science and technology, Asian philosophy, metaphysics and epistemology.  Her article ñWestern Perceptions of 

an Indian Scientist: Satyendra Nath Bose and Bose-Einstein Statistics, Doing Science in the Role of an Outsider,ò has been ac-

cepted by the International Studies in the Philosophy of Science (forthcoming).  Her article ñProgress in Science and Science at 

the Non-Western Peripheries,ò appears in Spontaneous Generations: A Journal for the History and Philosophy of Science, 3(1), 

2009: 142-157.  She is currently preparing a monograph for the Science and Culture Series (Pickering and Chatto Monographs) 

on ñScience Education within a Colonial Framework: The Story of Engineering Education in India, 1843-1943.ò  Dasguptaôs 

recent publications include ñScientific Creativity in Peripheral Science,ò History of Science Society (HSS) Annual Meeting, 

Montreal, Canada, November, 2010; ñTowards a Middle View of Peripheral Science,ò Science, Technology, and Society (STS) 

Conference, South Asia Institute, University of Texas at Austin, May, 2010; ñScientific Discovery in an Asymmetric Land-

scape: C.V. Raman and the Building of a Research Tradition in Colonial India,ò Society for Philosophy of Science in Practice 

(SPSP) Biennial Conference, Minneapolis, June, 2009.  She received a Travel Grant for the Science, Technology and Society 

Conference, from the Institute of South Asia, University of Texas at Austin, May 2010; and an NSF Travel Grant, History of 

Science Society Meeting for 2010. 

 

Jovana Davidovic is completing the final draft of her dissertation titled ñInternational Law and Global Justice,ò which she will 

defend in Spring, 2011.  She is currently a Visiting Fellow and Research Associate at the Centre for Applied Philosophy and 

Public Ethics (CAPPE) at the Australian National University, Australian Research Council Discovery Grant project ñJus Post 

Bellum and International Lawò (Principal Investigator: Larry May).  Jovana is currently on the job market pursuing a tenure-

track appointment with area of specialization in philosophy of law, moral and political philosophy, and applied ethics.  Her most 

recent publications include ñTransitional Justice and Jus Post Bellum Issues in Timor-Lest,ò Ethics, Just Post Bellum and Inter-

national Law, ed. Larry May, Cambridge University Press, 2011 (forthcoming); ñTheoretical Foundations of Human Rights: 

Natural Law Approach, Positivism, Critical Legal Studies, Feminist Legal Theory, Critical Race Theories and Islamic Ap-

proaches,ò in International Human Rights: Law, Policy, and Process, eds. David Weissbrodt, et al., LexisNexis, 4th edition, 

2009 (with David Weissbrodt); ñAre Humanitarian Military Interventions Obligatory?ò Journal of Applied Philosophy, volume 

                                                                                                                                                                     (continued on page 25)  
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25 (2), 134-144, May 2008.  Her presentations from 2009/2010 include ñKilling in War and International Law,ò Seminar/

Colloquium, CAPPE, Australian National University, September, 2010; ñLegitimacy of International Law,ò Australasian Associa-

tion of Philosophy Conference, University of New South Wales, July, 2010, and New Horizons in Political Philosophy, University 

of Sydney, November, 2009. 

 

Yi Deng is a visiting professor participating in a teaching internship at MCTC (Minneapolis Community and Technical College) 

during Spring, 2011.  Her recent presentations include ñToward Free Trade from Kantôs Perpetual Peace and I-Ching,ò Minnesota 

Philosophical Society Annual Meeting, College of Saint Catherine, November, 2009;  and ñJustice, Injustice, and Chinese  

Soybeans: An Inquiry from the Perspective of Kantôs Publicity Principle,ò 5th Annual International Conference on Philosophy, 

Athens, Greece, May-June, 2010, and at the Minnesota Philosophical Society Annual Meeting, Normandale Community College, 

November, 2010.   

Tom Doyle has two upcoming presentations:  He will present his paper ñDeweyôs Theory of Induction and the Mill-Whewell  

Debate,ò at the Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy annual conference in March, 2011; and he will present his 

paper ñThoreauôs Contribution to Moral Philosophy,ò at a graduate student panel at the Pacific APA meeting in San Diego,  

California, in April 2011.  He is teaching business ethics as an adjunct at Metropolitan State University in Saint Paul. 

 

Matthew Frank was the recipient of the first ever Department of Philosophy Graduate Student Teaching Award for 2010/2011.  

Matt began work towards a law degree at the University of Michigan Law School in Fall, 2010.   

 

Loree Kalliainen successfully defended her M.A. Plan A thesis in philosophy in December, 2010, ñThe Application of Evidence-

Based Medicine to the Field of Surgery.ò  Her philosophical interests include bioethics, applied ethics, health care ethics, meta-

physics and epistemology.  She was a co-presenter with Britt Johnson on the panel ñWhat Needs Fixing in Todayôs Health Care 

System?ò at the Department of Philosophy Alumni Reunion in October, 2009.  holds academic appointments as Assistant Profes-

sor in both the Department of Orthopedic Surgery and the Division of Plastic Surgery at the University of Minnesota.  She holds 

clinical appointments at numerous Twin Cities hospitals and clinics, including Gillette Childrenôs Specialty Healthcare, Regions 

Hospital, the University of Minnesota Hospital, St. Croix Regional Medical Center, Health East and United Hospitals in Saint 

Paul, and Lakeview Hospital in Stillwater.  Dr. Kalliainen  was recently appointed the Chief of Staff at Regions Hospital.  A selec-

tion of her most recent publications include Pannucci CJ, Bailey SH, Dreszer G, Fisher C, Zumsteg JW, Jaber RM, Hamill JB, 

Hume KM, Rubin JP, Neligan PC, Kallianen LK, Hoxworth RE, Pusic AL, and Wilkins EG. ñValidation of the Caprini Risk As-

sessment Model in Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery Patients,ò Journal of the American College of Surgeons (forthcoming); 

ñWhatôs in a word?  An argument against patient as ócustomerô,ò Minnesota Physician, 24(7):1, 2010; with Lichtman D ñCurrent 

Issues in the Physician-Patient Relationship,ò J Hand Surg Am. Aug 13, 2010 (Epub); ñSupporting facial transplantation with the 

pillars of bioethics,ò Journal of Reconstructive Microsurgery, 26(8):547-54, 2010; with Wangensteen KJ ñCollagen tube conduits 

in peripheral nerve repair:  a retrospective analysis,ò Hand, 5(3):273, 2010.  Some of her presentations include ñEvaluation of the 

Hand,ò 28th Annual Strategies in Primary Care Medicine, September 23, 2010, Minneapolis, MN; ñKey Considerations in the 

Management of Acute Hand Trauma,ò Meeting of East Metro OR Nurses, September 20, 2010, St. Paul, MN; ñSelective Denerva-

tion as a Treatment for Chronic Pain following Knee and Ankle Surgery,ò University of Minnesota Grand Rounds, September 17, 

2010, Minneapolis, MN; ñAcute Flexor and Extensor Tendon Injuries,ò AAHS Comprehensive Hand Surgery Review Course, 

January 8, 2010, Boca Raton, FL.  She is a peer reviewer on ñGuidelines for Carpal Tunnel Treatment,ò for the American Acad-

emy of Orthopaedic Surgeons, 2010; Chair of the Health Policy Committee, with the American Society for Plastic Surgery, 2010-

2013, among her many other academic, administrative, and clinical commitments. 

Kimberly Klinger is a first year student in the philosophy Ph.D. program.  She holds a B.A./B.S. from Gonzaga University in 

Visual Arts and Mathematics, and an M.S. in Mathematics from Eastern Washington University.  She was the recipient of a  

Department of Philosophy first semester fellowship for Fall, 2010. 

Kirsten Kringle defended her thesis proposal ñThe Decision to Know: How Can Our Choices about Pursuing Knowledge be  

Mediated by the Careful Consideration of Epistemic Harm,ò in Fall 2010.  She has had the opportunity to teach several courses, 

including bioethics, at the College of Saint Catherine as an adjunct professor. 

 

Patrick Laine presented ñA Flight from Fancy: Epistemic Responsibility and the Limits of Humeôs Critique of Rationalism,ò at 

the Minnesota Philosophical Societyôs Annual Meeting, Normandale Community College, November, 2010; and was the recipient 

of a Department of Philosophy Summer Research Project that was presented at the weekly meeting in October titled ñBeliefs Ainôt 

Sunburns: Externalism and Token Identity.ò  He will present a paper at the weekly meeting on April 6, 2011 titled ñSkeptical  

Outburst: A Rationalist Hangover?ò 
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Graduate Student Accomplishments (continued from page 25) 

Shay Logan was the recipient of a Graduate School First Year Fellowship for 2009/2010.  He received his B.S. in Mathematics in 

2008 and his B.A. in Philosophy in 2009 from Gonzaga University.  His philosophical interests include philosophy of mathemat-

ics, philosophy of logic, and metaphysical and ontological implications of logic.   He gave a talk titled ñStructures, Exposition, 

and Exploration in the History of Group Theory,ò at the Midwest Philosophy of Mathematics Workshop (MWPMW) in October, 

2010.  He presented ñA Role for Hume in Contemporary Philosophy of Mathematics,ò at the Minnesota Philosophical Societyôs 

Annual Meeting, at Normandale Community College, November, 2010. 

Joseph Martin is pursuing an M.A. Plan A with thesis in Philosophy while completing his Ph.D. in History of Science,  

Technology, and Medicine at the University of Minnesota.  He received the Edwin T. Layton Teaching Award from the University 

of Minnesota in History of Science and Technology for 2009-2010.  He was selected as the John C. Slater Fellow for the Library 

Resident Research Fellowship by the American Philosophical Society, for August, 2010. He was also the recipient of a Graduate 

School Thesis Research Grant from the University of Minnesota for 2010-2011. 

Stephen Nelson presented a chapter of his dissertation in progress at the Fall 2010 weekly meeting.  He is teaching logic as an 

adjunct at Metropolitan State University and an aesthetics course ñIn the Eye of the Beholder: Philosophical Aesthetics at the Min-

neapolis College of Art and Design during Spring, 2011. 

 

Anastasia Panagopoulos is an adjunct faculty member at Minnesota State University at Mankato for 2010-2011.  She presented 

ñWhat Itôs Like Is Not óKnowing Howô: A Rejection of David Lewisôs Ability Hypothesis (Chapter 1 of her dissertation) at the 

Society for Exact Philosophy (SEP), in Kansas City, Missouri, March 19-21, 2010.  She has been invited to give a talk on ñWhat 

Itôs Like and Mindreading,ò (her dissertation) at Northwestern University, Department of Philosophy, LEMMings Epistemology 

Brown Bag Series, in March, 2011.  She is chairing a session at the Central APA 2011 Meeting in Minneapolis, Kraig Martin 

(Baylor University), ñEpistemic Possibility and Closure of Inquiry.ò   

 

Molly Pinter Paxton is a first year student in the philosophy Ph.D. program.  She was married first semester and changed her 

name to Molly Paxton.  She holds an M.A. in Philosophy from Boston University, an M.A. in Historical Systematic Theology 

from Wheaton College, and a B.A. in Philosophy from Ohio University.  She was the recipient of a Department of Philosophy first 

semester fellowship for Fall, 2010. 

Leia Rollag is a second year student preparing for her 3-paper exam.  She actively serves the department of philosophy commu-

nity through her engagement on these committees: CLA Delegate to the Council of Graduate Students (COGS), Spring 2011 to 

the present; Philosophy Department representative to COGS, Fall 2009 to the present; Senator Alternate to GAPSA, Fall 2010 to 

the present, and Graduate Student representative (alternate) to the Department of Philosophy Council, Fall 2010 to the present. 

 

Hyun Joo Shin presented her paper ñAesthetic Formalism and Externalismò at the Minnesota Philosophical Societyôs Annual 

Meeting, at Normandale Community College, November, 2010. 

Ian Stoner is  revising the final draft of his dissertation titled ñThe Reward of Virtue: An Essay on the Relationship Between 

Character and Well-Being,ò which he will defend in Spring 2011.  He is currently on the job market in search of a tenure-track 

appointment in moral philosophy.   He presented ñAgainst the Self-Indulgence Objection to Eudaimonisitic Theories,ò at Eudai-

monia and Virtue: Rethinking the Good Life, at the University of Miami, February 25, 27, 2011.  He will be presenting a paper 

ñWhy liars, drunks, and squash players should emulate virtuous people,ò at the Pacific APA in San Diego, California, in April, 

2011. 

 

Jason Swartwood is the recipient of the Spring 2011 Swenson Kierkegaard Fellowship.  He is teaching an ethics course as an 

adjunct at Metropolitan State University in Saint Paul.  He served as a research assistant with Valerie Tiberius in 2009/2010 for 

her project ñThe Psychological Foundations of Reflective Wisdom,ò and the wisdom conference in Hudson, Wisconsin, funded by 

the University of Chicago and the Templeton Foundation. 

 

Yi Tong will present his summer DRPP work in a paper titled ñHume and Kant on Causationò at the April 13 weekly meeting. 

Brian Wilson will present his summer DRPP project ñThe Priority of Basic Rights,ò at the April 27th weekly meeting. 

Maran Wolston wrote a review on the book ñThe Emperorôs New Drugs: Exploding the Antidepressant Mythò by Irving Kirsch 

(Palgrave-Macmillan, 2010) that was published in Metapsychology Online Reviews, December 21, 2010, Volume 14, Issue 51.  

She is currently writing her dissertation and is teaching courses full time at Normandale Community College, as well as a course 

in medical ethics at Metropolitan State University.   

Nicholas Zampa is a first year graduate student who was the recipient of a Graduate School First Year Fellowship for 2010-2011.  

He graduated cum laude with a double major B.A. in Biology and Philosophy from the University of Rochester. 
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In Memoriam: Casey McGinnis, August 5, 1974 to November 11, 2009 

It is with heartfelt grief and fond memories that we remember one of our own, 

Casey McGinnis, who passed away on November 11, 2009.  Having silently 

suffered over the years from depression and an ongoing struggle with alcohol, 

Casey sadly took his own life.  Casey had recently entered the University of 

Michiganôs Law School with the goal of teaching and practicing law.  Subse-

quent to completing his Ph.D. in Philosophy he had become interested in  

jurisprudence and intellectual property law.  Casey described himself as an 

ñontological engineerò who had worked at Cycorp, Inc. in Texas for several 

years, and as a philosophy professor at the University of Minnesota in Duluth.  

Casey McGinnis grew up in Astoria, Oregon., and attended Portland State 

 University where he obtained his B.S. (1996) in  philosophy with a minor in 

history. He subsequently completed his M.A. in philosophy (2000) and his 

Ph.D. in philosophy (2007) with a supporting program in Linguistics at the 

University of Minnesota (Twin Cities campus).  His dissertation titled  

ñParaconsistency and Deontic Logic: Formal Systems for Reasoning with  

Normative Conflicts,ò was supervised by co-advisers, Geoffrey Hellman and 

William Hanson.  His advisers describe Casey as ñone of our outstanding 

Ph.D.ôs, a technically skilled and thoughtful philosophical logician who was 

working at the forefront of quite original research combining systems of  

paraconsistent logic (which weaken classical logic in certain ways to avoid 

ñexplosion,ò the phenomenon of a contradictionôs implying any proposition whatever) and deontic logic, logic with 

 operators for ñobligationò and ñpermissionò designed to systematize normative reasoning.ò  

 ñCasey knocked on my office door at the Center for Philosophy of Scienceðthat is how I first came to know him.  He 

wore very powerful glasses, could barely see without them.  One year later, when I had enrolled in the graduate pro-

gram, the Department assigned Casey as my graduate mentor. He proceeded to make himself to be the most wonderful 

mentor in the world. To be a student in the program, I had to change my (visa) status from a visitor to a student, and for 

this I needed to cross the border and re-enter the country. I had also never lived without my family or been out of my 

home country. It was a difficult year.  If not for Casey, I would have been unable to complete all this. He took me to 

Canada and back, and for one whole year, until I found my feet in the new country and in the new program, Casey did 

everything for me. He drove me to the grocery stores. If we went to a restaurant, he would explain the food to me and 

help me to order it. He took me to the Minnesota State Fair, drove me to the PSA Milwaukee meeting, he even bought 

me my first snowshoes. Knowing that I would be alone for Christmas during that year, he invited me to his parentsô 

house to celebrate Christmas. His parents made me feel wonderfully welcomeðI still have those pictures, and Casey is 

smiling in them.  There was a very funny side to Caseyðhe taught me all the important things of his home culture, e.g., 

the Simpsons! He loved that show. Furthermore, ñto help me with my Englishò as he put it, he constantly made fun of 

my English and my Indian accent. He could do an Indian accent quite wonderfully.  When Casey got his job at Austin, 

TX, we went out to dinner to celebrate, and little did I know that this will be the beginning of the end. In Austin, I found 

that he was drinking heavily and would not stop. It was also getting harder to keep in touch with him. When I tried to 

intervene, I was not always successful.  At some point in time, I lost touch with Casey. I later heard that he thought of 

himself as socially inept, and died believing this. Nothing could be further from truth. Socially Casey was wonderfulð 

shy and reserved perhapsð but always kind, always warm, and always funny. Life was waiting for him, and he chose to 

go the other way. Truly, he could have achieved anything. And as I write this today, there remain with me two of his 

memories: the lunchbox that he gave me, and my snowshoes.ò  ~ words shared by Philosophy graduate student mentee, 

Deepanwita Dasgupta ;ñPhilosophy, and the world, lost a good man in Casey.  Like all of us, he affected others for the 

good more than he might have known, and is greatly missed.ò  ~ words shared by Philosophy graduate student cohort, 

Scott Forschler.   

 

Let us take a lesson away from Caseyôs experience (of isolation)ð to instead reach out to another during our times of 

inner turmoil and difficult personal struggles with loneliness.  Let us reach out for assistance from our friends, family, 

and colleagues.  Let us remember that we need not go through this on our own, no matter how bleak life seems we may 

seek out professional assistance.  Casey is survived by his parents, Neil and Joan McGinnis, his brother, Kerby, and his 

wife, Kyle, and many students, faculty, staff members, and friends. 
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Undergraduate News 2009/2010 

Number of Philosophy Majors and Minors:  The number of Philosophy majors in 2009-2010 was 136.  The number 

of Philosophy minors was 26.  Senior projects approved for 2009/2010 with title and name of supervisor. 

 (Majors without senior project forms on file with the Director of Graduate Studies are not included). 

LeAnn Alstadt, ñA New Image of Liberal Arts,ò with John Wallace, Spring, 2010. 

Lauren Anderson, ñImproving Nutrition in a Native American Community: A Project in Democratic Education,ò with 

John Wallace, Spring, 2010. 

Margaret Buchinger, ñHuman Behavior and Genetic Modification,ò with Geoffrey Gorham, Fall, 2010. 

Tess Cutschall, ñThe Aesthetics of Dressage,ò with Roy Cook, Fall, 2010. 

Jon Delperdang, ñThe Lack of Creativity in American Education: How We are Failing Our Students and Ways to In-

fuse Creativity into American Education,ò with John Wallace, Spring, 2010. 

Michael Effentz, ñSpinoza and the Mind of God,ò with Douglas Lewis, Spring, 2010. 

Charles Gilb, ñThe Moral Status of Non-Human Animals,ò with Michelle Mason, Spring, 2010. 

Andrea Glover, ñJohn Stuart Mill on Higher and Lower Pleasures,ò with Michelle Mason, Spring, 2010. 

Nathaniel Graff, ñOverheard at the Stoa,ò with Sandra Peterson, Summer, 2010. 

Scott Hargarten, ñThe Revenge Problem and Characterizing Structures that Give Rise to Paradox,ò with Roy Cook, 

Spring, 2010. 

Katharine Hooper, ñFilmmaking as Ethical Influence,ò with Michelle Mason, Fall, 2010. 

Jason Hubert, ñTenability of Type-Physicalism,ò with Michael Kac, Summer, 2010. 

Abby Keul, ñThe Logic of Self-Deception: Reconsidering the Familiar Concept,ò with Joseph Owens, Spring, 2010. 

Abigal Keul, ñCuriosities Magazine,ò with Valerie Tiberius, Fall, 2010. 

Yurig Maksymonvych, ñG.E. Mooreôs Response to Cartesian Skepticism,ò with Peter Hanks, Fall, 2010. 

Sean Michel, ñEmotions in Music,ò with Michael Kac, Fall, 2010. 

Jeffrey Mock, ñThinking and Knowledge,ò with Joseph Owens, Spring, 2010. 

Abdinasir Mohamed, ñSocial and Educational Change,ò with John Wallace, Spring, 2010. 

Sarah Muellerleile, ñMetaphysical Moral Responsibility is a Moot Point,ò with Michelle Mason, Spring, 2010. 

Joseph Nelson, ñArguments for Incompatibilism about Free Will and Determinism,ò with Peter Hanks, Spring, 2010. 

Erica Okerberg, ñFrege on Propositional Attitude Ascriptions,ò with Joseph Owens, Spring, 2010. 

Elinor Opitz, ñAn Ethical Investigation of Selective Breeding in Modern Animal Agriculture,ò with Valerie Tiberius, 

Spring, 2010. 

Ben Rudick, ñContent Externalism and First Person Authority,ò with Joseph Owens, Spring, 2010. 

Michael Schomisch, ñWWMD: What Would Marcus Do?:  Marcus Aurealius and Modern Life,ò  

with Valerie Tiberius, Fall, 2010. 

Nicholis Schroeder, ñLocke and Human Right,ò with Douglas Lewis, Fall, 2010. 

Ryan Senst, ñGame Theory, Negotiation, ñBlue Ocean,ò with Brian Bix, Spring, 2010. 

David Shaffer, ñA Discussion of the Falsifiability of Niche Theory: How Science Handles Non-Falsifiables,ò with C.K. 

Waters, Fall, 2010. 

Melissa Simon, ñSomething Stable: A Mock Proposal and Grant Request for an Ethically-Guided Sustainable Ranch,ò 

with Valerie Tiberius, Fall, 2010. 

Boris Smelov, ñA Critical Discussion of Wittgenstein on óThinkingô as Discussed in the Philosophical Investigations,ò 

with Joseph Owens, Spring, 2010. 

Anthony Smith, ñAn Examination of Existential Philosophy as Philosophy,ò with Douglas Lewis, Spring, 2010. 

Renee Smoluch, ñTheory of Mind,ò with Joseph Owens, Spring, 2010. 

Thomas Soderholm, ñMind-Body Relationships from an Informational Perspective,ò with Alan Love, Spring, 2010. 

Bryan Sonday, ñAn Investigation of Kripkeôs Interpretation of Wittgenstein on Private Language,ò with Joseph Owens, 

Spring, 2010. 
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Lauren Srdar, ñThe Business Practices of Walmart: Utilitarian Perspectives and Solutions,ò with Valerie Tiberius, 

Fall, 2010. 

Jon Stowell, ñSpinoza Now: Bodies, Pleasures, and Power,ò with Douglas Lewis, Spring, 2010. 

Wesley Suttle, ñBasics of Category Theory,ò with Roy Cook, Summer, 2010. 

Peter Corwin Talbert, ñThe Employment of Analogy and Necessity in Moral Evaluation,ò with Michelle Mason, 

Spring, 2010. 

Kumars Toosi, ñFeminism and Islam,ò with Naomi Scheman, Fall, 2010. 

Nicole Zioka, ñBetween Mind and Brain: Possibilities for Integrating Cognitive Psychology and Molecular Neuro-

science,ò with Alan Love, Fall, 2010. 

Honors and Awards: Deanôs List: The Deanôs List each semester honors students whose GPAs for that semester 

are over 3.66.  Philosophy Majors and Minors on the Deanôs List for Fall 2009:  Samuel Beddow, Philosophy 

and Religious Studies with Asian Language and Literature (Minor),  Zachary Binsfeld, Philosophy and Sociology 

(Honors), Andrew Christenson, Philosophy, Michael Effertz, Philosophy (Honors) with Cultural Studies/

Comparative  Literature (Minor), Timothy Evans, Philosophy, Craig Haines, Political Science and Philosophy with 

History (Minor), Steven Hedding, Philosophy, Rory Hendrickson, Political Science with Philosophy (Minor), Na-

than Kellen, Philosophy (University Honors), Abigail Keul , Philosophy, Chance McMahon, Religious Studies, 

Jewish Studies with Philosophy (Minor), Jeremiah Merriman, Psychology with Philosophy (Minor), Daniel Mur-

phy, Philosophy  with Spanish (Minor), Joseph Nelson, Philosophy (Honors), Luke Ojala, Philosophy with Reli-

gious Studies (Minor), Erica Okerberg, Philosophy and French, Elinor Opitz , Philosophy, Benjamin Rudick, Phi-

losophy, Alexander Sandberg, Philosophy, Trevor Simmons, Philosophy (Honors), Bryan Sonday, Philosophy, 

Jacob Swede, Philosophy, Corwin Talbert III , Philosophy with Spanish (Minor), John Thompson, Chemistry and 

Philosophy (Honors) with Biochemistry (Minor), Kumars Toosi, Philosophy, Nicholas Tourville, Mathematics and 

Philosophy, Andrew Ziebarth , Philosophy.  Philosophy Majors and Minors on the Deanôs List for Spring 2010: 

Tyler Ahlstrom , Philosophy (Honors), LeAnn Alstadt , Psychology and Philosophy (Honors), Samuel Anthony, 

Philosophy, Samuel Beddow, Philosophy and Religious Studies with Asian Language and Literature (Minor), Dana 

Brudvig , Music and Philosophy (Honors), Jonathan Delperdang, Political Science and Philosophy (Honors) with 

Leadership, Management, and Social Justice (Minors), Michael Effertz, Philosophy with Cultural Study/

Comparative Literature (Minor), Timothy Evans, Philosophy with Mass Communication (Minor), Alexander Fink, 

Cultural Studies/Comparative Literature, Philosophy with Leadership and Management (Minors), Nathaniel Graff , 

Philosophy, Micah Grotte, Philosophy and Communication Studies, Gregory Hanson, Philosophy, Steven Hed-

ding, Philosophy, Monica Lee Hoo, Philosophy, Maija Johnson, History, Gender, Women & Sexuality Studies and 

Philosophy (Minors), Amena Karim , Philosophy with Communication Studies (Minor), Nathan Kellen, Philoso-

phy (Honors), Nicholas Kotschevar, Journalism, Philosophy, Adrian LaFavor -Montez, Philosophy, Emily Lund , 

Philosophy, Matthew McGuire , English and Philosophy, Jeremiah Merriman , Psychology with Philosophy 

(Minor), Susan Metzger, Russian and Philosophy (Honors), Nathan Miller , Psychology with Philosophy (Minor), 

Daniel Murphy , Philosophy with Spanish (Minor), Erica Okerberg, French and Philosophy, Nicholas Orth, Phi-

losophy (Honors), Mark Rohan, Philosophy, Benjamin Rudick, Philosophy, Alexander Sandberg, Philosophy, 

Trevor Simmons, Philosophy (Honors), Bryan Sonday, Philosophy, Jonathan Stowell, Philosophy, Jacob Swede, 

Philosophy with American Indian Studies and Comparative U.S. Race and Ethnicity (Minors), John Thompson, 

Chemistry, Biochemistry, and Philosophy (Honors), Nicholas Tourville, Mathematics and Philosophy, Rambo 

You, Philosophy, Shuo Zhang, Philosophy and Classics with Art History (Minor).    

Woodbridge Awards:  The winners of the 2010/2011 Woodbridge Scholarships given by the Philosophy  

Department from the Lawrence Cattron/Frederick Woodbridge Scholarship Fund and selected by faculty committee 

are Abigail Keul, Nicholas Orth, and Kumars Toosi. 
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Roy Cook Erkenntnis, (special issue on Pluralism), (forthcoming); ñComics Without Pictures, or Why Batman #663 is a Comic,ò 

Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, (forthcoming); ñThe No-No Paradox Is a Paradoxò, Australasian Journal of Philosophy 

(forthcoming). ñLet a Thousand Flowers Bloom: A Tour of Logical Pluralismò Philosophy Compass, Vol. 5, online at: http://

www.blackwell-compass.com/subject/philosophy/; ñUniversals and Abstract Objectsò, Continuum Companion to Metaphysics, R 

Barnard & N. Manson, (eds.), Continuum, (forthcoming); ñWhy Comics are Not Films: Non-Standard Uses of Standard Conditions 

for Art Forms,ò The Art of Comics: A Philosophical Approach, R. Cook & A. Meskin (eds.), Blackwell-Wiley, (forthcoming); 

ñIntroductionò (with Aaron Meskin) to The Art of Comics: A Philosophical Approach, R. Cook & A. Meskin (eds.), Blackwell-

Wiley, (forthcoming); ñIn Favor of (Strong) Stability: Part Iò, Status Belli: Neo-Fregeans and Their Critics, M. Rossberg & P. Ebert 

(eds.), (forthcoming); ñVagueness and Meaning Theoriesò, The Vagueness Handbook, G. Ronzitti (ed.), Dordrecht, Springer 

(forthcoming). The Force of Argument: Essays in Honor of Timothy Smiley, Jonathan Lear & Alex Oliver (eds.), Analysis 

(forthcoming); Vagueness and Degrees of Truth, by N. Smith, Theoria (forthcoming); Logicomix: An Epic Search for Truth, D by A. 

Doxiadis, C. Papadimitriou, et. al, History and Philosophy of Logic (forthcoming); Mathematics, Models, and Modality, by John 

Burgess, History and Philosophy of Logic (forthcoming). He presented an abstract ñThe Problems with Pluralism,ò at the 2010 Win-

ter Meeting of the Association of Symbolic Logic, Bulletin of Symbolic Logic, 2010, 16(3): 438 ï 439.  He is working on an edited 

anthology The Art of Comics: A Philosophical Approach (with Aaron Meskin), under contract with Blackwell-Wiley, (forthcoming) 

and a translation Gottlob Frege: The Grundgesetze, (with Crispin Wright, Marcus Rossberg, & Philip Ebert), under contract with 

Oxford University Press (in progress). His presentations include ñA Plurality of Pluralisms,ò University of Connecticut, Storrs, Con-

necticut, November, 2010; ñLogical Pluralism and Intermediate Logics,ò Logical Pluralism Workshop Arch®: Philosophical Re-

search Centre for Logic, Language, Metaphysics, and Epistemology University of St Andrews, St Andrews, Scotland, October, 2010; 

ñIn Favor of Strong Stability II,ò Northern Institute of Philosophy University of Aberdeen, Aberdeen, Scotland, September, 2010; 

ñShould Anti-Realists be Anti-realists about Anti-Realism?ò Logic and Language Conference Northern Institute of Philosophy Uni-

versity of Aberdeen, Aberdeen, Scotland, September, 2010; ñWhat are Truth Values?ò Minnesota State University ï Mankato, Man-

kato, Minnesota, April, 2010; ñDrawing of Photographs in Comics,ò American Society of Aesthetic Eastern Division Meeting Phila-

delphia, Pennsylvania , April, 2010; ñThe Problems with Pluralismò Association of Symbolic Logic Meeting Central APA Meeting 

Chicago, Illinois, February, 2010; ñIn Favor of (Strong) Stability,ò FregeFest University of California ï Irvine, Irvine, California, 

February, 2010;  ñTruth, Revenge, and Infinitary Conjunction,ò University of California ï Irvine, California, February, 2010. 

Norman Dahl writes ñPerhaps the highlight of this year was a trip to Japan in March arranged by a Minnesota Ph.D. in philosophy, 

Kazunobu Narita. While there I lectured on the moral basis of blameworthiness and excuses, and spoke with some graduate students 

and faculty about their work in ancient Greek philosophy and in ethics. As far as my own writing is concerned, a paper, 

ñContemplation and Euadimonia in the Nicomachean Ethicsò will be coming out early next year in a volume of original essays on 

the Nicomachean Ethics edited by Jon Miller, published by Cambridge University Press. More recently, I have been polishing up a 

paper on Aristotle's discussion of the universal as substance in Ch. 13 of Bk. VII of Aristotle's Metaphysics. I also continue to work 

on two long-term projects -- one on Bk. VII of Aristotle's Metaphysics, and the other on the moral basis for blameworthiness and 

excuses.  Life is good in the Pacific Northwest -- doing some traveling, having time to write, playing tennis, seeing family, including 

our two grandchildren, and summer days at our lake cabin.  Please greet people in the Department from me.ò  

 

Maria Eaton writes that she and Joe bought a condo in Naples, Florida last spring and will be spending the winters there.  She will 

give a few lectures at the Naples Museum of Art.  She is enjoying reading books that she doesnôt have to give lectures on, but misses 

the interaction with students.  Retirement is good! 

 

Keith Gunderson writes that he has a new grand-daughter, Ella Cynthia Lindeman Gunderson, born on August 12, 2010, and a little 

poem ñMayfly Ontology,ò which will soon appear in an anthology, Bringing Gifts, Bringing News, Fifty Poems Five Lines Each,  

edited by George Roberts (due out in Spring 2011). I'm still working on ñMinds and Poems,ò and expanding that essay which ap-

peared in Midwest Studies, 2009.  

 

Peter Hanks serves as the Director of Graduate Studies and as Chair of the Admissions and Aid Committee.  His recent publications 

include ñEarly Wittgenstein on Judgment,ò in Wittgensteinôs Early Philosophy, ed. Jose Zalabardo, Oxford  University Press, 

(forthcoming, 2012), ñStructured Propositions as Types,ò Mind, January, 2011, ñFirst-Person Propositions,ò (under review), 

ñBipolarity and Sense in the Tractatus,ò (in progress), ñThree Problems in Philosophy of Language,ò Itasca Community College 

Philosophy, Club, Grand Rapids, MN, April 13, 2010, (invited).   

 

William Hanson is currently on phased retirement.  Fall 2011 will be his final semester teaching.  He was a visiting professor at 

Webster University in Vienna, Austria during Fall 2010. 

 

Geoffrey Hellman serves as the Chair of the Department of Philosophy.  He has agreed to serve a third  three-year term.  He pre-

sented ñOn the Axiom of Infinity,ò at the Symposium on Philosophy of Mathematics, CNRS, REHEIS, at the University of Paris-

Diderot, June 25, 2010.  Recent publications include ñInfinite Possibilities and Possibilities of Infinity,ò  The Philosophy of Hilary 

Faculty Publications, Presentations, and Accomplishments (continued from page 3)  
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Putnam, R.E. Auxier, Editor, Library of the Living Philosopher, La Salle, IL: Open Court (forthcoming); ñOn the Significance of the 

Burali-Forti Paradox,ò Analysis, October, 2011. 

 

Sarah Holtman was awarded the Dolan Chair in Philosophy from 2010/2013.  She was on sabbatical during 2010/2011. Her current 

publications include ñOffentlichkeit und Publizitaet,ò in Kant-Lexicon, G. Mohr, J. Stolzenberg, M. Willaschek, Berlin: De Gruyter 

Verlag, (forthcoming); ñPunishment,ò in the International Encyclopedia of Ethics, Hugh LaFollette, ed. Wiley-Blackwell 

(forthcoming); ñKant, Retributivism and Civic Respect,ò in Retributivism: Essays on Theory and Policy, ed. Mark D. White, Oxford 

University Press (forthcoming), ñJustice, Ethics, and the Lessons of Context-Sensitivity,ò Proceedings of the Eleventh International 

Kant Kongress (forthcoming); Agency, Citizenship and Cosmopolitanism: A Kantian Account of Justice in Institutions, Laws, and 

Attitudes, book manuscript (in progress).  Her recent presentations include ñKant, Retributivism and Civic Respect,ò UNC Work-

shop on Dignity and Respect, May, 2010; ñJustice, Ethics, and the Lessons of Context Sensitivity,ò XI International Kant Kongress, 

Pisa, May, 2010. 

 

Jasper Hopkins is on phased retirement.  He serves on the Library Committee.  His recent articles include ñNon est quicquam ex-

pers pulchritudinis. Il tema della bellezza nei Sermoni di Nicolas Cusano,ò in Cesare Cat¨, ed. A caccia dell-infinito. Lôumano e la 

ricerca del divinio nellôopera di Nicola Cusano, pp 63-74, Rome: Aracne Editrice, 2010 (I and PR). Published in English on his 

webpage.  ñMarta y Mar²a como s²mbolos de la unidad y la alteridad: comentarios sobre el Serm·n LXXI de Nicol¨s de Cusa,ò in 

Jorge M. Machella/Claudia DôAmico, (eds.) Nicholàs de Cusa: identidad y alteridad (pp 137-149), Buenos Aires: Editorial Biblos, 

2010 (I and PR); and ñHow Not to Defend Anselmò on his webpage.  

 

Michael Kac serves on the Staffing and Awards Committee, and serves as the departmentôs council secretary.  He is revising his 

manuscript Pictures at an Exhibition: Philosophical Reflections on a Musical Masterpiece (in progress). Other works include review 

of E. Itkonen, Analogy as Structure and Process, Studies in Language (forthcoming); On Comparing Music and Language (in pro-

gress); Authenticity and Adaptation in the Performance of Folk Music (in preparation); review of Keith Chapin and Lawrence 

Kramer (eds), Musical Meaning and Human Values, Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism (forthcoming); review of Gary Ebbs, 

Truth and Words, Analysis (forthcoming). 

 

Douglas Lewis is on phased retirement.  He serves as Chair of the Staffing and Awards Committee, and on the Committee on  

Committees. He has several works in progress including ñHumeôs Self,ò ñOn Aids for Controlling the Passions: An Analysis of 

Spinozaôs Psychology and Ethics,ò ñHumeôs Skepticism of the Treatise and Enquiry,ò ñThe Argument of Dialogues, Part XI.ò   

He presented ñHumeôs Selfò in the Department of Philosophy in September, 2010, and at the Minnesota Philosophical Society  

Annual Meeting, at Normandale Community College, in November, 2010.   

 

Alan Love is the recipient of the Institute for Advanced Study Faculty Seminar Award, 2010, and the McKnight Land Grant Profes-

sorship, 2009-2011.  He is also the recipient of a Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council Grant (SSHRC) from Canada for 

the project ñIntegrating Different Biological Approaches: A Philosophical Contributionò (Collaborator/Core Team Member with 

Ingo Brigandt, University of Alberta).  He currently serves on the editorial board of Metascience, is the founding editor of  Philoso-

phy & Theory in Biology (online, open-access, peer-reviewed journal) with Massimo Pigliucci (CUNY-Lehman), Jonathan Kaplan 

(Oregon State University), and Joan Roughgarden (Stanford University.  He served as a CLA Undergraduate Continuing Scholarship 

reviewer, 2010, and in an ongoing capacity as the Department of Philosophyôs Website Coordinator.  His presentations from 2009 to 

2010 include the following: ñThe Developmental Basis of Novelty: Reflections on Explanatory Integration,ò Social Sciences and 

Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) workshop on Perspectives on Evolutionary Novelty and Evo-devo: Integrating Explanatory 

Approaches in Biology, McGill University, Redpath Museum, Montreal, Canada, November 2010; ñModeling Experimental Evi-

dence in Developmental Biology: In Situ Hybridization and Serial Idealization,ò Philosophy of Scientific Experimentation Work-

shop, Center for Philosophy of Science, University of Pittsburgh, PA, October 2010; ñReductionism and Evolutionary Explanations 

of Morality: Necessary Prerequisites,ò Evolution and Ethics Conference, Peking University, Beijing, China, October 2010; ñModels 

of Time for Reductive Explanations in Experimental Biology,ò Types of Explanation in the Special Sciences: The Case of Biology 

and History, University of Cologne, Germany, September/October 2010; ñSciences without Theories: Structured Problems in Devel-

opmental Biology,ò Institute for History and Philosophy of Science and Technology: Philosophy of Biology Seminar, University of 

Paris, France, September 2010; ñA Pluralist Stance on Top-Down Causation,ò Top-Down Causation: An Integrating Theme Within 

and Across the Sciences, The Royal Society, London, UK, September 2010; ñPluralism, Reduction, and the Metaphysics of Sci-

ence,ò Science Engages Metaphysics: Emergence, Reduction and Explanation, Wheaton College Science Station, Black Hills, SD, 

July 2010; ñEvolutionary Innovation and Novelty: Conceptual Developments Since Dahlem,ò Conceptual Change in Biological Sci-

ence: Evolutionary Developmental Biology, 1981-2011, Max Planck Institute for the History of Science, Dahlem, Berlin, July 2010; 

ñReductionism and the Philosophy of Biology,ò lectures delivered for the St. Thomas Summer Seminar in Philosophy of Religion 

and Philosophical Theology, University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN, June 2010; ñThe Origin and Evolution of Marine Invertebrate 

Larval Forms: Historical and Philosophical Perspectives,ò Evolutionary Transitions in Marine Invertebrate Larval Forms,                                                                                                                                                  
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Picker Interdisciplinary Science Institute, Colgate University, Hamilton, NY, June 2010; ñCommentary on Andrew Margenot and 

Derek Turnerôs óContingency and Relative Significance Debates in Biology,ôò American Philosophical Association, Pacific Division 

Meeting, San Francisco, CA, April 2010; ñModeling Experimental Evidence: Idealization and In Situ Hybridization,ò The Experi-

mental Side of Modeling II, San Francisco State University, CA, March 2010; ñEvo-devo and Individuating Evolutionary Theory: A 

Different Kind of Challenge,ò Challenges to Evolutionary Theory: An Interdisciplinary Workshop, University of Toronto, Canada, 

March 2010; ñSciences without Theories?ò American Philosophical Association, Central Division Meeting, Chicago, IL, February 

2010; ñThree Aspects of Reductive Explanations in Biological Science,ò Minnesota Center for Philosophy of Science Colloquium, 

University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, January 2010; ñAspects of Reductive Explanations in Biological Science: Intrinsicality, 

Fundamentality, and Temporality,ò Emergence and Reduction in the Sciences: Second Pittsburgh-Paris Workshop, Center for 

Philosophy of Science, University of Pittsburgh, PA, December 2009; ñDarwin and Philosophy of Biology: Structure, Novelty, and 

Interdisciplinarity,ò 150 Years of Evolution: Darwinôs Impact on the Humanities and the Social Sciences, San Diego State Univer-

sity, CA, November 2009; ñMechanisms for Generating Novel Variants: Conceptual Issues and Questions,ò SSHRC workshop on 

óIntegrating different biological approachesô, University of Alberta, Edmonton, November 2009; ñFormal versus Material Theories 

in Philosophy of Science,ò European Philosophy of Science Association Meeting, Amsterdam, The Netherlands, October 2009; 

ñThe Structure of Biological Problems and Explaining Evolutionary Novelties: Scientific and Philosophical Implications,ò Sympo-

sium on Philosophy of Evolution, University of Groningen, The Netherlands, October 2009; ñEvolutionary Innovations and Multid-

isciplinary Explanation in Biology: Prospects and Problems,ò Symposium on óEvolutionary Innovations: Where Ecology, Develop-

ment And Macroevolution Intersectô, AAAS-Pacific Division, San Francisco State University, San Francisco, CA, August 2009; 

ñInvestigating the Meaning of Biological Information with Noise,ò International Society for the History, Philosophy, and Social 

Studies of Biology, University of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia, July 2009; ñThe Heterogeneity of Experimental Practices in De-

velopmental Biology: Epistemological Implications,ò Society for the Philosophy of Science in Practice, University of Minnesota, 

Minneapolis, MN, June 2009; ñTemporal Dimensions of Reductionism in Biology,ò American Philosophical Association, Pacific 

Division Meeting, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, April 2009; ñTemporal Dimensions of Reductionism in Biology,ò Depart-

ment of Philosophy, Minnesota State University, Mankato, MN, March 2009.  Some of his recent publication include the following 

journal articles: ñAspects of Reductive Explanation in Biological Science: Intrinsicality, Fundamentality, and Temporality,ò The 

British Journal for Philosophy of Science, with A. H¿ttemann, A. (forthcoming); ñEvolutionary Novelty and the Evo-devo Synthe-

sis: Field Notes,ò Evolutionary Biology 37: 93ï99 with I. Brigandt, 2010; ñDarwinôs óImaginary Illustrationsô: Creatively Teaching 

Evolutionary Concepts and the Nature of Science,ò The American Biology Teacher 72: 82ï89, 2010; ñIdealization in Evolutionary 

Developmental Investigation: A Tension Between Phenotypic Plasticity and Normal Stages,ò Philosophical Transactions of the 

Royal Society B 365: 679ï690, 2010; ñMarine Invertebrates, Model Organisms, and the Modern Synthesis: Epistemic Values, Evo-

devo, and Exclusion,ò Theory in Biosciences 128: 19ï42, 2009; ñTypology Reconfigured: From the Metaphysics of Essentialism to 

the Epistemology of Representation,ò Acta Biotheoretica 57:51ï75, 2009.  Book chapters include ñMaterial versus Formal Theories 

in Philosophy of Science: A Methodological Interpretation,ò in H. de Regt, S. Okasha, and S. Hartmann (eds), Proceedings of the 

Second European Philosophy of Science Association Meeting. Berlin: Springer (forthcoming); ñDarwinôs Functional Reasoning and 

Homology,ò in M. Wheeler (ed), 150 Years of Evolution: Darwinôs Impact on the Humanities and the Social Sciences. San Diego: 

SDSU Press (in press) with A. H¿ttemann ñComparing Part-whole Explanations in Biology and Physics,ò in D. Dieks, W.J. Gon-

zalez, S. Hartmann, T. Uebel, and M. Weber (eds), Explanation, Prediction, and Confirmation: New Trends and Old Ones Recon-

sidered. Berlin: Springer (in press); ñRethinking the structure of evolutionary theory for an extended synthesis,ò in M. Pigliucci and 

G. Müller (eds) Evolution: The Extended Synthesis. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 403ï441, 2010. 

Michelle Mason serves on the Admissions and Aid Committee.  She was a Fellow of the Institute of Advanced Studies at the  

University of Minnesota during Fall 2010.  She serves on the editorial board of Ethics and on the review board of The International  

Encyclopedia of Ethics.  Some of her recent publications include ñBlame: Taking it Seriously,ò Philosophy and Phenomenological 

Research (forthcoming); ñOn Shamelessness,ò Philosophical Papers 39:3, 401-425, 2010; ñReactive Attitudes,ò International  

Encyclopedia of Ethics, Hugh LaFollette, ed., Wiley-Blackwell (forthcoming); ñAristotleò and ñEudaimoniaò  in The Encyclopedia 

of Positive Psychology, Shane J. Lopez, ed. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 35-355, co-authored with Valerie Tiberius, 2009;  

ñGood Readers and Bad Characters: On Narrative Art, Empathy, and (Merciful) Moral Vision,ò The Philosophy of Martha Nuss-

baum (Library of Living Philosophers), Randall E. Auxier and Lewis E. Hahn, eds., Chicago: Open Court, (forthcoming);  

Cultivating Character: A Theory of Moral Virtue, (book ms. in preparation); Valuing Persons, (book ms. in preparation);  ñMoral 

Psychology,ò commissioned for the International Encyclopedia of Ethics, Hugh LaFollette, ed., Wiley-Blackwell (forthcoming).   

She presented a paper ñHumeôs Pride,ò Keynote lecture, Antwerp University, Belgium, 2010, and  ñCapturing all thatôs Vital about 

Blame,ò Erasmus University, Rotterdam, The Netherlands, 2010; and ñA Promiscuous Pride?ò at the University of Rome, ñLa Sapi-

enza,ò Italy, 2009. 

Joseph Owens serves as the Placement Director for graduate students on the job market.  His current work in progress includes 

ñSemantic Interpretation, Inference, and Psychological Externalism,ò (under review); and ñKripke and Rule-Following.ò  

Faculty Accomplishments (continued from page 31) 
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Faculty Accomplishments (continued from previous page) 

Sandra Peterson is on phased retirement.  Her new book Socrates and Philosophy in the Dialogues of Plato is available for order 

through Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, March, 2011.  She published an essay ñBeing and Becoming,ò in Francisco Gon-

zalez, Debra Nails, Gerald Press and Harold Tarrant, eds., A Companion to Plato (Continuum International Publishing (forthcoming, 

2011). Sandra serves on the department Curriculum Committee, and the Graduate Schoolôs Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship Com-

mittee (2010), and the Stout-Wallace Graduate Awards Selection Committee (2011).  

 

Naomi Scheman is a visiting scholar at Ume¬ Universityôs Centre for Gender Studies from 2009/2013.  She serves on the Diversity 

Committee.  Her recent publications include her book Shifting Ground: Knowledge & Reality, Transgression & Trust, (a collection 

of her essays since Engenderings) Oxford University Press, 2011; ñSympathetic Vibrations,ò in Friendship in Feminist Conversa-

tion, ed. Mia Liinason, Sabine Grenz, Kerstin Alnebratt, and Berit Larrson, Gºteborgs Universitet, 2009. ñInflecting Pain: Expres-

sion, Acknowledgment, and Interpersonal Space,ò with Hildur Kalman, in At the Edge of Being: The Aporia of Pain, ed. G.A. 

Bendelow, H. McKenzie & J. L. Quintner, Rodopi Publishers, 2010.  Some of her presentations include a panel on science studies 

ñTrustworthiness and Expertise,ò Minnesota Center for Philosophy of Science, January 2009; panel on ñTransgression, Trespass, 

and Trustworthiness: Positioning Womenôs Studies,ò NWSA November 2009; a panel on ñMaterial Feminisms,ò Christina Confer-

ence, Helsinki, May 2010; commentator for George Yancy and Linda Alcoff on a panel on the use personal narratives in philosophy, 

APA, Boston, December 2010; ñInflecting Pain,ò with Hildur Kalman, Nordic Network on Embodiment, Conference on Pain, Hel-

sinki, September 2009; ñThe Sociality of Stones,ò Christina Institute, Helsinki University, October 2009; ñObjectivity as Trustwor-

thiness,ò Objectivity conference, UBC, Vancouver, June 2010; ñIf You Care about Truth, Fight for Justice,ò International Associa-

tion for Women Philosophers, University of Western Ontario, June 2010; ñFrom Solidity to Solidarity: How Thinking about Stones 

Can Inform Institutional Policy,ò Ume¬ Centre for Gender Studies research seminar, September 2010; ñOntology after Wittgenstein 

and Quine,ò ¡bo Akademi Philosophy Department, September 2010; ñThe Material Turn or: Why Would a Feminist Theorist Be 

Obsessed with Stones?ò ¡bo Akademi Womenôs Studies Department, September 2010; ñEpistemology as Practical Philosophy,ò 

Dutch Society for Practical Philosophy, Groningen, October 2010 ; ñIn a Storied World,ò Conference on Stanley Cavell and Literary 

Theory, Cambridge, MA, November 2010; ñStones and Stories: Ontology and Community-Based Participatory Research,ò Univer-

sity of Washington Philosophy Department and Program on  Values, November 2010; ñSympathetic Vibrations,ò in Friendship in 

Feminist Conversation, Mia Liinason, Sabine Grenz, Kerstin Alnebratt, and Berit Larrson, eds., Göteborgs Universitet, 2009.  Her 

works in progress include an invited paper for Stanley Cavell and Literary Studies: Consequences of Skepticism, edited by Richard 

Eldridge and Bernie Rhie, under contract with Continuum Press; invited paper, for a volume on non-traditional academic writing, 

with contributions from people working in a range of disciplines, edited by Angelika Bammer and Ruth-Ellen Joeres; invited paper, 

for volume from Objectivity conference, UBC, edited by Alan Richardson; Desire, Embodiment, and Solidarity: Trust and Trustwor-

thiness in Academic Feminism, with Amy Kaminsky, under contract with University of Minnesota Press.   

Valerie Tiberius serves as the Director of Undergraduate Studies.  Her recent scholarship includes ñPhilosophical Methods in Hap-

piness Research,ò (forthcoming), Oxford Handbook of Happiness, edited by Martin Seligman (section editor James Pawelski); ñCell 

Phones, iPods, and Subjective Wellbeing,ò in The Good Life in a Technological Age, Brey, P, Briggle, A., and Spence, E. eds., 

Routledge, (forthcoming); ñNormative theory and Psychological research: Hedonism, Eudaimonism and Why it Matters,ò with 

Alicia Hall,  The Journal of Positive Psychology. Vol. 5. No. 3, 212-225, May 2010; ñAppiah and the Autonomy of Ethics,ò Neuro-

ethics Vol. 3, No. 3, 209-214, 2010; ñWisdom and Work,ò in Mitchell R. Haney and A. David Kline, eds., The Value of Time and 

Leisure in a World of Work, Haney, M. ed., Plymouth, UK: Lexington Books, 119-138, 2010;  ñWell-Being,ò with Alexandra 

Plakias, in J. Doris and the Moral Psychology Research Group. eds., The Moral Psychology Handbook, Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, 401-431, 2010; ñWisdom,ò and ñHappiness,ò International Encyclopedia of Ethics, Hugh LaFollette, ed., (forthcoming); ñBad 

Memories, Good Decisions, and the Three Joels,ò in Christopher Grau, ed., Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, Philosophers on 

Film, Abingson, Oxon: Routledge, 2009; ñThe Reflective Life: Wisdom and Happiness for Real People,ò in Lisa Bortolotti, ed., Phi-

losophy and Happiness, London: Palgrave MacMillan, 215-232, 2009; ñEudaimoniaò and ñAristotle,ò with Michelle Mason, in The 

Encyclopedia of Positive Psychology, Shane J. Lopez, ed., 2009.  Her work in progress includes ñOpen-mindedness and Normative 

Continency,ò Oxford Studies in Metaethics, Oxford University Press (forthcoming); ñWisdom Revisited: A Case for Normative 

Theorizing,ò with Jason Swartwood, Philosophical Explorations, Jeannette Kennett, ed., (forthcoming); ñConstructivism and Wise 

Judgment,ò Constructivism in Practical Philosophy, James Lenman and Yonatan Shemmer, eds., Oxford University Press 

(forthcoming); Recipes for a Good Life: Eudaimonism and the Contribution of Philosophy,ò The Best Within Us: Positive Psychol-

ogy Perspectives on Eudaimonic Functioning, Alan Waterman, ed., APA Books, (forthcoming); ñWell-Being, Wisdom, and Thick 

Theorizing: On the Division of Labor Between Moral Philosophy and Positive Psychology,ò anthology on thick concepts, Simon 

Kirchin, ed., (forthcoming).  Her presentations include ñOpen-mindedness and Normative Contingency,ò University of Texas at 

Austin, Conference on the Intellectual Virtues, February 2011; ñMaximization and the Good,ò Conference on Is More Always Bet-

ter? Exploring the Limits of the Maximization Principle from the Perspective of Human Happiness, Jacobs University, January 

2011; ñWell-being, Wisdom, and Thick Theorizing: on the division of labor between moral philosophy and positive psychology,ò 

Society for the Individual and Society, University of Minnesota, Department of Psychology, November 2010; ñIn Defense of Reflec-

tion,ò University of Minnesota at Morris, October 2010; ñWell-being and Normative Suffusioin: Comments on Martin Seligmanôs  
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Valerie Tiberius Tanner Lectures, University of Michigan, October 2010; ñOpen-mindedness and Normative Contingency,ò 

Metaethics Workshop, University of Wisconsin at Madison, September 2010; ñNormative Theory and Psychological Research,ò 

Happiness Symposium, Saint Johnôs University, St. Joseph, MN, September 2010; ñWisdom and Values,ò Wisdom Workshop, Hast-

ings, MN, July-August, 2010; ñA Conversation about Wisdom and Philosophical Methodology,ò The Re-Enlightenment Exchange, 

New York University, April 2010; ñIn Defense of Reflection,ò Conference on Experimental Philosophy and the Ethics of Auton-

omy, University of Miami, March, 2010; ñWisdom and Wide Reflective Equilibrium: A Case Study of Normative Theorizing,ò Uni-

versity of South Carolina, Department of Philosophy, January 2010; ñDefining Wisdom,ò University of Minnesota, Center for Bio-

ethics, September, 2009; ñConstructivism and Wise Judgment,ò Conference on Constructivism in Practical Philosophy, University 

of Sheffield, August 2009; ñWisdom and Wide Reflective Equilibrium: A Case Study in Normative Theorizing,ò Virtue and Value 

in Epistemology Conference, Bled, Slovenia, June 2009; Minnesota Philosophical Society keynote address, November 2009; 

ñNormative Theory and Psychological Research: advantages of the value-based life satisfaction theory of well-being,ò Ethical and 

Scientific Perspectives on Well-being Conference, California State University at Long Beach, March 2009. 

Jos Uffink is a senior hire in the Department of Philosophy at the University of Minnesota in the philosophy of physics beginning in 

Fall 2011. He will be the next Dolan Professor.  (His academic background is outlined on pages 8 and 9 of this newsletter). He has 

served as the editor of Studies in History and Philosophy of Modern Physics since August 2003, and as an editorial board member of 

Philosophy of Science since June 2009.  A small selection of his recent publications and presentations include: ñWill anyone say 

exactly what the H-theorem proves?ò Workshop on Probability and Causality, IHPST, Paris, February 2009; ñIrreversibility and the 

Landau-Boltzmann Equation,ò Effective Field Theories in Condensed Matter Theories. Seven Pines Institute, Stillwater, MN, May 

2009; Cambridge, ñRepresentation Theorems in the Theory of Quantum Entanglement Theory, Decision Theory and Thermodynam-

ics,ò Department of Applied Mathematics and Theoretical Physics, Cambridge, May 2009; ñEntanglement, Entropy, Utility,ò  

Faculty of Philosophy, Oxford University, May 2009; ñIs there an experimental test for non-contextuality?ò Department of Applied 

Mathematics and Theoretical Physics, Cambridge, June 2009; ñEntropy, Entanglement Utility,ò Keynote lecturer, Foundational 

Questions Institute Conference, Punta Delgada, Portugal, July, 2009; ñWhat is quantum theory about?ò Part and Whole in Physics, 

Lorentz Center, Leiden, March 2010; ñDecoherence and Reality,ò James Cushing Memorial Prize Lecture, University of Notre 

Dame, April 2010; Keynote lecture, Fourth International conference on Models and Simulations, Toronto, May 2010; Keynote lec-

ture, Philosophy of Science in a Forest: 5th Flemish-Dutch Congress for General and Special Philosophy of Science, International 

School for Philosophy, Leusden, May 2010; ñGibbs Paradox and the Relation between Thermodynamics and Quantum Theory,ò 

HQ3: Third International Conference on the History of Quantum Physics, Max Planck Institute for the History of Science, Berlin, 

July 2010;  ñSubjective probability and physics,ò ESF Workshop Logic, Probability and Statistics, Paderborn, July 2010; Twenty-

First Century Directions in de Broglie-Bohm Theory and Beyond, The Apuan Alps Centre for Physics, Vallico Sotto, August-

September, 2010; ñIrreversibility and the direction of time,ò Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2009;  ñOn the history of the 

quantum: Introduction to the HQ2 special issue,ò Studies in History and Philosophy of Modern Physics 40, 277-79, (with J. van 

Dongen, D. Dieks and A. Kox.), 2009;  ñIrreversibility in stochastic dynamics,ò in Time, Chance, and Reduction, G. Ernst and A. 

Hüttemann, eds., Cambridge University Press, 180-207, 2010; ñQuantum probabilities and the conjunction principle,ò Synthese, with 

I. Douven (forthcoming); ñSubjective probability and statistical physics,ò in C. Beisbart and S. Hartmann, eds., Probabilities in 

Physics, Oxford University Press (forthcoming). 

 

John Wallace is on phased retirement.  He participated in the Engaging Philosophy conference at Mount Holyoke College March 

25-26, 2011, as part of a panel that brings together philosophers, academics, students, and professionals from all walks of life to talk 

about the ñreal worldò significance of applied philosophy.  He did a practice run of his presentation titled ñIslands of Decency,ò at 

the Department of Philosophyôs weekly meeting on February 23, 2011.  He continues his work with the Jane Addams School for 

democracy in community-based learning, and with Building Alliances, Hopework, and the four-week summer course Lives Worth 

Living: Questions of Self, Vocation, and Community, fondly referred to by students and alums as ñPhilosophy Camp.ò  In Fall 2010 

he consulted with a group in Brainerd, MN, to design three story-circle prompts around the themes of respect and co-parenting to 

train story-circle leaders. He went to Brainerd to train a group of volunteers to lead story circles and in the evening, to lead a story 

circle for members of the wider Brainerd community. The Lakes Area Story Circle Project held a total of thirteen story circles be-

tween September 30 and November 3, 2010. One story circle was held as training for volunteer moderators from the community. 

Three story circles were offered to the community at large and were held at Forest View Middle School. Three story circles were 

held with female inmates and three with male inmates of the Crow Wing County Jail. Three circles were held with members of 

Crow Wing Countyôs Life Works/Teen Works groups (Minnesota Family Improvement Program) recipients. 

Faculty Accomplishments (continued from page 33) 
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C. Kenneth Waters was awarded a National Science Foundation Grant to conduct two workshops at the Minnesota Center for  

Philosophy of Science during 2011 and 2012.  Waters was recently promoted to full professor and serves as the Director of the 

Center for Philosophy of Science.  He was also selected by CLA as a Scholar of the College for the term 2009/2012.  He is currently 

working on a book Why Genetics Succeeds: An Epistemology of Scientific Practice. Recent publications include ñOkashaôs Unin-

tended Argument for Toolbox Theorizing,ò Philosophy and Phenomenological Research, 82 (1): 232-240, pre-print of non-abridged 

version on PhilSci-Archive.pitt.edu. Some of his upcoming presentations include invited lecturer, Research Center for Philosophy of 

Science and Technology, Shanxi University, Shanxi, China, March 2011, Presenter, Workshop on Philosophical Perspectives on 

Causal Reasoning in Biology, Minnesota Center for Philosophy of Science, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota, May 

2011; Plenary Speaker at Conference on Metaphysics and the Philosophy of Science, Institute for the History and Philosophy of 

Science and Technology, University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada, May 2011; presenter, workshop on Integration in Contemporary 

Biology: Philosophical Perspectives on the Dynamics of Interdisciplinarity organized by Ingo Bringandt and to be held at the  

Minnesota Center for Philosophy of Science, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, Minnesota, September 2011; invited depart-

ment colloquium speaker, Department of History and Philosophy of Science, University of Cambridge, Cambridge, England, Fall 

2011; ñWhy DNA-centered Biological Sciences Succeed: A Causal Analysis of Scientific Practice,ò Institut f¿r Philosophie der Uni-

versit¬t Wien, Institute of Philosophy, University of Vienna, January 2011; ñChanciness, Robustness, and Historical Contingency in 

Evolutionary Theorizing,ò Konrad Lorenz Institute, Altenberg, Austria, January 2011; ñThe Causal Basis of Success in Genetics: A 

Practice-centered Analysis,ò Department of Philosophy, December 2010; ñWhy DNA-centered Biological Sciences Succeedò Key-

note speaker, European Advanced Seminars in the Philosophy of the Life Sciences, Geneva, Switzerland, September 2010; ñCan 

Toolbox Theorizing be Objective?ò; Objectivity in Science: What is it? Why Does it Matter? Conference, University of British Co-

lumbia, June 2010; ñSomewhat Antirealist Bottom-up Realism,ò 50th Annual Lecture Series, Pittsburgh Center for Philosophy of 

Science, University of Pittsburgh, March 2010; ñAre Actual Difference Making Causes the Causes that Really Matter,ò Philosophy 

of Biology Seminar of the IHPST Paris, University Paris 1 Sorbonne, Paris University of Paris 1, Sorbonne, February 2010; ñAre 

Actual Difference Making Causes the Causes that Really Matter?ò; Barcelona Conference on Causality and Explanation in Physics, 

Biology, and Economics, University of Barcelona , February 2010. 

William  Wimsatt  (aka óBillô) is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy and is the Committee on Evolutionary Biology and the Commit-

tee on the Conceptual Foundations of Science in the Humanities Division at the University of Chicago. He currently serves as the 

Winton Chair in the College of Liberal Arts at the University of Minnesota where he holds graduate faculty status in the Department 

of Philosophy.  Wimsatt  studied engineering, physics, and philosophy at Cornell, earning a B.A. in 1965. He received his Ph.D. 

from the University of Pittsburgh in 1971 and began working at the University of Chicago in the same year. His work centers on the 

philosophy of the inexact sciences-biology, psychology, and the social sciences-the history of biology, and the study of complex 

systems.  His honors and awards include Woodrow Wilson Fellow, 1965-6, Mellon Fellow 1966-8, Woodrow Wilson Dissertation 

Fellow, 1969, Hinds postdoctoral fellow for Studies in Evolution, 1969-70, Research Fellow in Humanities, Science and Technol-

ogy, Cornell University, 1974-5; University Visiting Distinguished Professor, Ohio State University, 1983-4. research grants from 

the National Science Foundation (1977-9), (1981- 2), (1987-8), (1988-9), (1997-9), System Development Foundation (1982-4), 

Hewlett-Packard (1982), American Council of Learned Societies (1985), Annenberg foundation grant to the BIOQUEST consortium 

for the development of teaching software in biology, (1988-1990), 1992 EDUCOM Distinguished Natural Sciences Curriculum In-

novation Award (Biology) for software presented as part of the BioQUEST package. (MODELBUILDING and BIOTA simula-

tions.), Burlington Northern Foundation award for Outstanding Graduate Teaching, 1993 (university-wide, 2 per year), Chicago Hu-

manities Institute Senior Faculty Research Fellowship, 1996-7; Fellow, Bellagio Study and Conference Center, Rockefeller Founda-

tion, March, 1997, Invited Plenary Address, ñThe Evolution of Generative Systemsò, The Piaget Society, Mexico City, June, 1999. 

ñClark Way Harrison Distinguished Visitor,ò Washington University, (Philosophy, Neurophysiology, Psychology program), March-

April, 2000, National Humanities Center Fellowship, 2000-2001, Konrad Lorenz Institute for the Study of Evolution and Cognition, 

2000 KLI Senior Fellow, July 2003, Franke Humanities Institute Fellow, 2004-5. Grant from Arthur Vining Davis Foundation for 

the Support of the Big Problems Curricular Initiative, 2003-2007, AAAS Fellow 2006.  He is primarily interested in a cluster of 

problems arising in the analysis of the structure, behavior, and evolution of complex functionally organized systems.  

 

His book Re-Engineering Philosophy for Limited Beings: Piecewise Approximations to Reality. Harvard University Press was 

published in Spring 2007.  Professor Wimsatt has authored many publications and has given over 370 invited lectures, seminars, 

and workshops at professional meetings, special institutes, and universities in the US, Canada, Mexico, Venezuela, Australia,  

England, Belgium, Holland, Italy, Austria, and Germany to audiences of philosophers, historians, scientists, and computer users.   
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John Dolan, 1937-2005  

Background: The John M. Professorship in Philosophy is used to retain and recruit distin-

guished faculty in the Philosophy department.  Asher Waldfogel, B.A. '79, established the 

endowment to honor his mentor,the late Professor John M. Dolan, whose wise counsel at 

critical moments gave direction to Asher's career.  Subsequently, other alumni and friends 

have contributed to the fund, solidifying the award's prestige and positive impact.  Profes-

sors that have received the two-year  distinguished appointment include Sandra Peterson, C. 

Kenneth Waters, and Sarah Holtman.   

 

The next Dolan Professor will be incoming Professor Jos Uffink.   

Department of Philosophy Endowments 

Background: 

 

Areas of Specialization: Moral Philosophy, Political Philosophy, 

Philosophy of Law, Kantôs Practical Philosophy 

 

Area of Competence: History of Modern Philosophy  

(DescartesðKant). 

 

Associate Professor, University of Minnesota, 2002-2011 

Assistant Professor of Philosophy, University of Minnesota,  

1995-2002 

Law Fellow, University of Minnesota Law School, 1998-2011 

 

Director of Graduate Studies, 2006-2009 

Admissions and Aid Committee, 2003-2006 

Guest Professor, Karl-Franzen Universitaet, Graz, 2007 

 

Dissertation: ñKant, Justice, and the Augmentation of Ideal  

Theory.ò (Supervisor: Thomas E. Hill, Jr.) 

Ph.D., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1995 

M.A., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1991 

J.D., University of Virginia, 1986 

M.A. , University of Virginia, Philosophy, 1986 

B.A., College of William & Mary, Honors in Philosophy, 1982 

John Dolan Professorship in Philosophy 

Sarah Williams Holtman 

    2010/2013 John Dolan Professor, Sarah Williams Holtman 
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Purpose: This endowment provides summer fellowship funds for graduate students pursuing 

the study of ethics and its relevance to public practice. Tom Lapic, who was committed to 

 social justice, civil liberties, and honesty and integrity in politics, died in the plane crash of 

October 25, 2002 that claimed the lives of Senator Paul Wellstone, Senator Wellstone's 

wife, daughter, and two other campaign aides. Trudy Lapic, Tom's wife, founded the en-

dowment to honor her husband's ethical values, beliefs, and ideals. The Graduate School 

matches the interest on new principal for this fund from its 21st Century Graduate  

Fellowship Match fund.   Tom Lapic received his B.A. in Philosophy in 1976 from Purdue 

University, and his M.A. in Philosophy in 1980 from the University of Illinois at 

 Champaign-Urbana.   

Tom Lapic  

Tom Lapic Summer Memorial Fellowship in Philosophy and Social Justice 

Department of Philosophy Endowments  

 

   The Norman Dahl Graduate Student Fellowship 

Purpose:  This fellowship has been established to honor Professor Norman Dahl, who 

 retired after 38 years as a member of the faculty of the Philosophy Department.  It is  

intended to continue his legacy of outstanding work in the interests of students and  

especially our graduate student program.  Once the fellowship reaches the minimum 

 endowment level of $25,000, the Graduate School will match payout to students, in 

 effect doubling the impact of gifts to this fund. 

Norman Dahl 

Defining Wisdom: University of Chicago Templeton Foundation Grant 

The University of Chicago and the John Templeton Foundation 

Award: 2008-2010   

 

Defining Wisdom Grant Competition 
 

ñThe Psychological Foundations of Reflective Wisdom.ò  

 

Participants were chosen based on their promise of a distinctive contribution to 

wisdom research and the potential to help establish a new and rigorous field of 

research on the topic of wisdom.   

Valerie Tiberius 


